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“A man’s real possession is his memory. 
In nothing else is he rich, 


in nothing else is he poor.” 
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We Are Rallying 


Norman G. Staab 
VFW Commander-in-Chief 


hese have been an exciting three 

months since the 87th National 
Convention — meeting comrades in 
all parts of the country, major fig- 
ures in our nation’s life and plan- 
ning for another great year. 

But most thrilling of all has been 
the membership record our organi- 
zation has written in this brief 
period. At the end of September, for 
example, we were 90,584 ahead of 
the same period last year. This rep- 
resents an increase of more than 
four percentage points. 

To sustain this good start will 
require continued work by all of us, 
and with the rising influence of anti- 
veteran forces, an ever-increas- 
ing VFW membership to blunt their 
assaults. 

As you all know, the 87th National 
Convention adopted a By-Law amend- 
ment enabling the direct recruit- 
ment of Life Members rather than 
requiring that they be members in 
good standing first. In addition, pay- 
ment of Life Membership fees by 
Visa or Master Charge has been 
authorized. 

Whenever possible, all of us should 
emphasize Life Membership when 
approaching an eligible veteran to 
rally with us. You will be doing him 
or her a favor by eliminating the 
need for annual payment of dues. 


You will be helping your Post by 
obviating the necessity for it to col- 
lect those dues. 

Early in October, the majority of 
the American people gave a sigh of 
relief when President Reagan re- 
fused to trade the Strategic Defense 
Initiative for Mikhail Gorbachev 
proffer of an arms deal at the Reyk- 
javik pre-summit meeting. 

Top officials in the Reagan Ad- 
ministration and members of Con- 
gress were informed of the VFW's 
active support of Strategic Defense 
Research programs that would pro- 
vide defense for the nation and 
America’s allies against a ballistic 
missile attack. 

Animportant element of the VFW 
position is that the Strategic Defense 
Research program not be used as 
the basis for negotiations as long as 
Soviet strategic offensive and de- 
fensive weapons continue to threat- 
en our nation and its allies. 

Despite the outcome, however, the 


Chief with Vice President George Bush. 


Iceland meeting was an opportunity 
to talk about arms reduction in the 
interest of mankind. I agree with 
President Reagan when he said, 
“Let’s not look back and place blame. 
Let’s look forward and seek agree- 
ments.” 

It was encouraging when Ameri- 
can and Soviet officials returned to 
the Geneva arms talks, but resump- 
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tion of the talks should not detract 
from our position on the Strategic 
Defense program. 

Delegates to the 87th National 
Convention adopted Resolution 407 
calling for a sustained research ef- 
fort to find the most reliable anti- 
ballistic missile system. 

As the Iceland meeting opened, 
National Security Director Ken 
Steadman homed in on some points 
neglected by some other commenta- 
tors, 

Here are some of the salient issues 
he raised: 

It looked as if the agenda had 
been written by the Soviets, and the 
focus by Soviet and U.S. news media 
was on arms control as the major 
issue. 

The relationship between the U.S 
and the USSR is much broader. It is 
broken down to bilateral issues in- 
volving only the two countries, mul- 
tinational issues affecting the two 
countries and other nations and 


regional problems such as Commu- 
nist intrusion into Central America. 

Even if arms control issues were 
solved, security would not be in- 
creased because the remaining prob- 
lems, especially the regional ones, 
would remain as the most likely 
sources of conflict between the two 
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Find out about our low military 


reunion rates 


at these Marriott hotels. Call (800) 228-9290: 


California 

Newport Beach Marriott Hotel & 
Tennis Club (714) 640-4000 

Marriott’s Rancho Las Palmas Resort 
(619) 568-2727 

‘Torrance Marriott (213) 316-3636 


Colorado 
Denver Marriott City Center 
(303) 297-1300 


Connecticut 
Stamford Marriott (203) 357-9555 


Washington D.C. Area 
Gateway Marriott 
(703) 920-3230 
Corner Marriott 
(703) 734-3200 
‘Twin Bridges Marriott (202) 628-4200 


Florida 
Ft. Lauderdale Marriott Cypress Creek 
(305) 771-0440 
Ft. Lauderdale Marriott Hotel & Marina 
(305) 463-4000 
Jacksonville Marriott (904) 739-5800 
Miami Spe rt Marriott 
(305) 649-5000 
Orlando Marriott (305) 351-2420 
Tampa Marriott Westshore 
(813) 876-9611 
Marriott’s Marco Beach Resort 
(813) 394-2511 
Georgia 
Atlanta Marriott Downtown 
(404) 659-6500 
Atlanta Marriott Gwinnett Place 
(404) 923-1775 
Atlanta Marriott Marquis 
(404) 521-0000 
Atlanta Marriott Northwest 
(404) 952-7900 


Illinois 
Chicago Marriott Oak Brook 
(312) 325-8555 
Chicago Marriott 
(312) 843-0100 
Chicago O'Hare Marriott 
(312) 693-4444 
Indiana 
Indianapolis Marriott (317) 352-1231 


Iowa 

Des Moines (515).245-5500 

Louisiana 

New Orleans Marriott (504) 581-1000 

d 

Baltimore Marriott Hunt Valley 
(301) 785-7000 

Baltimore Marriott Inner Harbor 
(301) 962-0202 


Massachusetts 

Boston Marriott Burlington 
(617) 229-6565 

Boston Marriott Copley Place 
(617) 236-5800 


Boston Marriott Newton 

(617) 969-1000 
Springfield Marriott (413) 781-1111 
Worcester Marriott (617) 791-1600 


Minnesota 
i lis Marriott City Center 
(612) 349-4000 

Missouri 

Marriott's Tan-Tar-A Resort 
and Golf Club (314) 348-3131 

St. Louis Marriott Pavilion Downtown 
(314) 421-1776 

St. Louis Airport Marriott 
(314) 423-9700 


Nebraska 
Omaha Marriott (402) 399-9000 


New Jersey 
Saddle Brook Marriott (201) 843-9500 


New Mexico 
Albuquerque Marriott (505) 881-6800 


New York 
La Guardia Marriott (718) 565-8900 
North Carolina 
Charlotte Marriott City Center 
(704) 333-9000 
Charlotte Marriott Executive Park 
(704) 527-9650 
Raleigh Marriott (919) 781-7000 
Ohio 
Cincinnati Marriott (513) 772-1720 
Cleveland Marriott East 
(216) 464-5950 
Columbus Marriott East 
(614) 861-7220 
Dayton Marriott (513) 223-1000 


Oklahoma 
Tulsa Marriott (918) 627-5000 


Pittsburgh Marriott Monroeville 
(412) 373-7300 


Rhode Island 
Providence Marriott (401) 272-2400 


South Carolina 
Charleston Marriott (803) 747-1900 
Columbia Marriott (803) 771-7000 


Tennessee 
Nashville Marriott (615) 889-9300 


Texas 

Dallas Marriott Market Center 
(214) 748-8551 

Dallas Marriott Quorum 
(214) 661-2800 

Houston Marriott Brookhollow 
(713) 688-0100 

San Antonio Marriott Riverwalk 
(512) 224-4555 


Washington 
Seattle Marriott (206) 241-2000 


Wisconsin 
i Marriott (414) 786-1100 
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superpowers. 

By making arms control the cen- 
tral issue in Soviet-U.S relations, 
Gorbachev can take the opportun- 
ity to try to gain concessions from 
the U.S. that will guarantee Russian 
strategic superiority. 

Recent action by the Office of Per- 
sonnel Management to establish 
guidelines requiring draft-eligible 
applicants for government jobs to 
indicate whether they have regis- 
tered for the draft heartened VFW 
members. If they have not, the ap- 
plicants must be removed from con- 
sideration. 


Chief with Secretary of State George Shultz. 


In 1983, National Convention dele- 
gates passed a resolution demand- 
ing that such steps be taken, and 
last year a law was passed to this 
effect. 

One of the most important bills 
affecting veterans in recent years 
was passed by Congress on Oct. 7-8 
and signed into law by President 
Reagan in Columbus, Ga., Oct. 28 
despite reported OMB pressure to 
veto. 

The bill was the Veterans’ Benefits 
Improvement and Health Care Au- 
thorization Act of 1986. 

The new law provides COLAs for 
2.2 million beneficiaries of veterans 
disability compensation, 300,000 
surviving spouses and children of 
veterans whose deaths were service 
connected and spouses and child- 
ren ofcertain veterans who died of non- 
service connected causes and cloth- 
ing allowances for veterans wearing 
or using a prosthetic or orthopedic 
appliance. 

A large number of other improve- 
ments are included and several are 
listed in the Washington Wire Legis- 
lative portion in this issue, while an 
in-depth study of the new law is in 
the December issue of the VFW 
Washington Action Reporter avail- 
able from your Post Commander. @ 
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Letters should be of no more than 100 
words and deal with only one subject. Edit- 
ing for space, clarity and good taste may be 
necessary. Published letters include the 
sender's name and address to enable 
readers to reply directly. Anonymous mail 
is not considered for publication. Space 
limitations preclude use of all the letters 
received. 


Downunder’s Expo 88 

Would members of units that partic- 
ipated in the Battle of the Coral Sea 
please contact me in connection 
with reunions they may be having? 
The VFW Coral Sea Commemorative 
Committee met recently and is eager 
to obtain information on these units 
and to learn whether they are plan- 
ning to come to the Australian Expo 
88 beginning in April, 1988. I am a 
member of Post 2096, Madison, Conn. 
— Bennett D. Farnham, 83 Cypress 
Drive, Broadbeach Waters, Queens- 
land, Australia 4217. 


SO Wins Claim 

Three years ago, I submitted aclaim 
to the Veterans Administration in 
Togus, Maine, regarding my exposure 
from 1950 to 1954 to asbestos fiber 
while on board the USS Sierra (AD- 
18). My claim was denied, even after 
I had submitted proof of exposure 
from a shipmate, X rays, which 
showed asbestosis, and medical re- 
ports from my annual physical 
exams. Asbestosis is a sleeping mon- 
ster; it becomes detectable only after 
30 years from exposure. 

I was urged by Gerald M. Roy, 
VFW State Service Officer for Maine, 
and by Sen. William S. Cohen, of 
Maine, to appeal the VA’s findings. 

The many letters, time and money 
spent during the process was well 
worth the effort because on Sept. 
30, 1986, the Board of Veterans 
Appeals in Washington made a final 
decision that my claim to service 
connected asbestosis has been es- 
tablished and that I am due en- 
titlement. 

My hat is off to Roy and the VFW 
organization of which I have been a 
member with since after the Korean 
War. And thanks much to Anne 
Demers, staff assistant to Sen. 
Cohen. — Patrick A. Michaud, VFW 
Post 9935, Sanford, Maine. 


Korean Vets Bridge 
The Vermont state conventions of 
the VFW and other veterans’ organi- 
zations passed resolutions to name 
the new bridge from Rouses Point, 
N.Y., to Alburg, Vt., the Korean -Veter- 
ans Memorial Bridge. This would be 
the first time that two states have 
agreed to honor a group of brave 
veterans, as far as we can determine. 
So come on, Korea veterans, send 
us a letter of support for this me- 
morial. We know that you were there 
too, and here you have a chance to 
show that you care. By working 
together, New York and Vermont 
can get this accomplished. We can 
do this, but your help is greatly 
needed. — Wayland G. Bowen, Box 
27 Cochran Rd., Richmond, Vt. 
05477. 


Philippine Project 

We are trying to locate several WW II 
Army veterans for possible inclu- 
sion in a PBS documentary on the 
Philippines. They are Lt. Joseph St. 
John and Honeyman, as well as the 
following POWs at Cabantuan first 
aid station: Sgts. Samuel Goldy, Wal- 
ter O. French and Walter Ring, and 
Capt. Cecil H. Hay. If anyone has any 
information about how to contact 
these veterans, please contact me. 
— Alison Smith, c/o The Philippine 
Project, 106 Westbourne Terr., Brook- 
line MA 02146. 


Backs Staab 

VFW Commander-in-Chief Norman 
G. Staab hit the nail right on the 
head with his stirring article: “We 
Must Rally Our Forces” (October). 
Commander Staab leaves nothing to 
the imagination in pin-pointing vet- 
erans’ loss of entitlement programs 
aimed at by congressional politicians 
and OMB seeking to cut these pro- 
grams at the next budget skirmish. 
Who could have said it better? Staab 
reminds us of lives lost at war, of 
blood, sweat and tears shed by vete- 
rans who earned benefits in danger 
of being eliminated by political in- 
tervention. — Joseph R. Vignali, 
Surgeon, Post 7781, 211 S. Broad- 
way, Scottdale, PA 15683. 
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Rumor Mill Gins Up 
In response to various rumors float- 
ing around the country about the 
VFW National Home the newsletter 
“Rumor Mill” has been created. 
Published on an as-needed basis 
and distributed to Department pub- 
lications and National Home chair- 
men, the newsletter’s purpose is to 
set the record straight, honestly and 
openly, putting fragmented truths 
and fantasy in proper perspective. 
RUMOR: Children being placed at 
the VFW National Home no longer 
need VFW ties to be eligible. 


1ONAL HOME 


VFW members. 

FACT: The Guest Lodge on the 
campus is available for overnight 
guests, although there are no res- 
taurant services. VFW and Auxiliary 
members are given preferred rates 
for lodging and building use. There 
is also occasional use by community 
groups and individuals. The Guest 
Lodge was closed by the Board of 
Trustees in August, 1985, because it 
was costing a great deal of money 
while serving a small number of 
people. Occupancy rates were under 
10% of capacity. 


groups but is no longer available to 
[eer 


FACT: All children entering the Na- RUMOR: The National Home is to be 
tional Home program are either 
children or grandchildren of a VFW 
or Ladies Auxiliary member. This 
rule applies to those in the Natural 
Family Program and the Residential 
Program. The current guidelines 
were adopted by the Board of Trus- 
tees in October, 1979. 

RUMOR: The National Home Guest 
Lodge is being used by outside 


National Home Committee 


a 


Arthur W. Burress Gardner S. McWilliams 
Chairman Vice Chairman 


Jack Melban 
Vice Chairman 


phased out as achildren’s home and 
reestablished as a veterans’ home. 

FACT: There is no plan to phase out 
the National Home as a service to 
children. The National Home Board 
of Trustees had indicated that it is 
interested in continuing to provide 
love, care and education at the 
Eaton Rapids campus to the child- 
ren and families of America’s war 
veterans. It has recently conducted 
ascientific survey of the delegates to 
the National Convention in Minnea- 
polis to determine grass roots opin- 
ions. Results of this survey will be 
published soon. a 


Jack Kerr 
Vice Chairman 


Lawrence Krugman 
Vice Chairman 


35% of Sales from Referrals. The 
Best Endorsement In The World For 
Florida's #1 Retirement Community! 


Homestead ¢ Florida 


Ways 


We're almost all sold out, and they’re going fast. You can still own a One, Two or 
Three Bedroom (2 Bath) Waterfront Home on Florida’s fabulous Suncoast where 
you'll find the best climate, beaches, recreation, shopping and entertainment all 
year long! And an active VFW Post. 


We call this dignified community LAKESHORE VILLAGE because 80% of the 
homes are on three beautiful lakes with parks, swimming pools and a fabulous 
club house. 


= Palm Beach 
. fe ae 
poe 


4 , Send for your 
Home for Home, Size for Size, Quality for Quality, brochure today 
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Range, Disposal Unit, Storage Space, Screened-in Terrace and I" I1plan to visit Florida on: | 
many other luxury features, V.A. approved plans and specs. V.A. | My phone No. is ( ) | 
no-down-payment 30 year fixed low-rate mortgages. area code number | 

: Veterans Village Inc. VF20 
Telephones (call collect): I : | 
Florida (305)2460200 « NewYork (212) 8388723 epee LIS orice G2. 29070 esr CS) 
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WASHINGTON WIRE 


LEGISLATIVE 


Congress Passes Major Vets’ Bill: Before the 
99th Congress adjourned Oct. 18, it passed the larg- 
est piece of veterans’ legislation in recent history. 

H.R. 52299 is comprised of ten separate legisla- 
tive initiatives containing some 70 provisions about 
which the VFW has testified before the House and 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committees. 

The Omnibus Veterans’ Benefits Improvement 
and Health Care Authorization Act of 1986 legisla- 
tion is the culmination of many years of hard work 
by Congress and the VFW. 

This bill guarantees a COLA increase for veter- 
ans’ compensation and DIC in 1987. It makes a vast 
number of important improvements in VA health 
care and VA education, employment, housing and 
burial benefits for literally millions of America’s 
veterans. 

Here are some provisions ofthis landmark piece 
of legislation along with a brief description of the 
purpose: 

Title 1: Compensation and DIC 

@ Sec. 101—All disability compensation rates (in- 
cluding k) will be increased by 1.5% rounded to the 
nearest dollar. 

@ Sec. 102—Additional veteran’s compensation 
for dependents will be increased by 1.5% rounded to 
the nearest dollar. : 

@ Sec. 103—The clothing allowance for veterans 
whose disabilities require prothesis will be increased 
1.5%. 

@ Secs. 104, 105 and 106 increase DIC rates for 
widows and children by 1.5% rounded to the nearest 
dollar. 

® Sec. 107—Effective date of the rate increases is 
Dec. 1, 1986. 

@ Sec. 108—Provides improved benefits for former 
prisoners of war by adding two disabilities: residuals 
of frostbite and traumatic arthritis to the list of con- 
ditions service connected by presumption. 

@ Sec. 109—Certain organs become profoundly 
disabling when the loss of one that is service con- 
nected is paired with a nonservice-connected loss or 
loss of use. Currently, a special provision of law 
treats both losses as service connected in the case of 
blindness, kidneys and deafness. The bill adds to this 
list lungs, if the service-connected disability is at 
least 50%, hands and feet. It also eliminates the 
requirement that combined kidney disability be total. 
Where the veteran has received a judicial award or 
nonjudicial settlement for the nonservice-connected 
organ, the bill will require withholding of the in- 
crease until it equals the amount of the judgment or 
settlement. 

7 Title II: Health Care Amendments 

© Provides the Administrator with authority from 


Oct. 1, 1986, through Sept. 30, 1989, to furnish inpa- 
tient respite care in Veterans Administration medi- 
cal facilities to veterans suffering from a chronic 
illness in order to provide brief periods of rest to 
caregivers in the veterans’ households. 

@ Authorizes the Administrator to furnish home 
health services in any setting in which the eligible 
veteran is residing. Prohibits the provision of such 
services in a manner so as to relieve any other con- 
tractual obligation to provide such services. 

@ Authorizes the Administrator to furnish family 
counseling services for a limited period of time fol- 
lowing the veteran’s death if the family members 
were receiving formal VA counseling prior to the 
veteran’s death. 

@ Extends from Sept. 30, 1987, to Sept. 30, 1989, 
the period for an orderly and gradual transition for 
the Vet Center program for services delivered prim- 
arily in VA medical centers. 

@ Excludes as income for non-service connected 
pension purposes any remuneration provided to 
individuals as a result of participation in a therapeu- 
tic or rehabilitative activity under the provisions of 
section 618 of Title 38. 

@ Extends from Sept. 30, 1986, to Sept. 30, 1989, 
the authority to provide medical care to US. veterans 
in the Republic of the Philippines. 

@ Authorizes the Administrator to enter into 
agreements with state and local governments to 
allow VA police officers to enforce state and local 
traffic laws on VA property. 

@ Makes permanent the VA's Regional Medical 
Education program for the continuing medical edu- 
cation and training of VA health care personnel, 
including other than direct care providers. Deletes 
the current requirement that training be only in- 
residence and allows training through sharing 
agreements in the community. 

@ Changes the method of calculating the period of 
obligated service required of part-time participants 
in the VA’s Health Professional Scholarship pro- 
gram by requiring six months of service as a full- 
time employee for each calendar year or part thereof 
in which the participant received scholarship sup- 
port. 


SERVICE 


Agent Orange Study: Startup of data collection 
for this investigation has been delayed because of 
problems in estimating individual veterans’ expo- 
sure to Agent Orange. 

Originally the plan called for use of military 


continued on page 12 
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records to select veterans who had probably been 
heavily exposed to Agent Orange in Vietnam. This 
system — matching unit deployment and herbicide 
spraying records — might prove unusable, it was 
noted, and has proven to be the case. 

It has been determined that military records 
alone cannot be used to estimate exposure. Fre- 
quently, men in the same combat unit were located 
many kilometers away from others attached to the 
same unit, and no records of the exact location of 
individuals exist. Expert opinion suggests that an 
apparently large proportion of firebase perimeter 
sprayings, some from helicopters, trucks and back- 
packs, were never recorded. 

New laboratory techniques, unavailable when 
the study was designed, may now make it possible to 
measure dioxin residues in human blood as an indi- 
cator of whether an individual has been exposed to 
dioxin. If these measurements are proven reliable in 
trials underway at CDC, the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol, and if blood-dioxin levels measured in Vietnam 
veterans can be shown to correlate with exposure 
estimates made by using military records, it is still 
possible that a scientifically valid Agent Orange 
study could be carried out. 

Three others being carried out by CDC are the 
Vietnam Experience Study, the Mortality Assess- 
ment Study, and the Selected Cancer Study. All 
15,321 interviews and 4,400 medical examinations 
for the first have been completed. Findings from the 
interviews and and examinations are to be published 
in the middle of next year. For the Mortality Assess- 
ment Study, the causes of the deaths of 446 Vietnam 
veterans were compared with those of veterans who 
served in other countries. Data collection for the 
cancer study is progressing. 


Labor Surplus Program: P.L. 96-302 authorizes 
federal agencies to set aside contracts when there is 
a reasonable expectation that offers will be obtained 
from a sufficient number of firms to ensure that 
awards are made at reasonable prices. 

Employers must agree to carry out a substantial 
portion of the contract in the labor surplus area 
—over 50% of the value of contract. 

Employers in labor surplus areas can be given 
preference in bidding on federal procurement con- 
tracts to help direct the government procurement 
dollars into areas with the highest unemployment 
rates. 

Section 2012 Title 38 U.S. Code says any depart- 
ment or agency entering into a contract of $10,000 
or more has to employ and promote qualified special 
disabled veterans and Vietnam Era veterans. This 
applies also to any subcontract entered into by a 
prime contractor. 


The contractor is required to list immediately 
with the local employment service office all its job 
openings. The local office must give veterans priority 
in referrals. 


SECURITY 


Moscow Exploits UN: Dr. Charles M. Lichen- 
stein, formerly a senior U.S. representative at the 
United Nations, has completed a report on how the 
Soviet Union keeps a tight grip on the UN and its 
agencies. 

Despite US. action in throwing out 25 suspected 
Soviet agents who worked under UN cover, their 
removal will have little effect on Soviet misuse of the 
UN, his report says. 

One of the least understood means by which the 
Soviets abuse UN rules and the UN Charter itself is 
their skillful use of “secondment,” four-bit bureau- 
cratese for temporary duty assignment or, as it is 
widely known in the U'S., TDY, Lichenstein says. 

“Within the United Nations Secretariat staff, the 
Soviets and their East European satellites systemat- 
ically have turned secondment on its head,” he 
reports. “For Moscow, however, neither best use of 
experts nor budgetary flim-flam is the objective. 
Rather, it is to keep key secretariat posts solidly in 
Soviet Bloc hands. Secondment, for instance, enfor- 
ces continuity of Soviet policy control of such major 
secretariat components as Political and Security 
Council Affairs, public information, translation and 
documentation, personnel and conference services. 

“Moscow’s use of secondment at the UN fla- 
grantly violates the UN’s own rules. The UN Charter 
specifically states that all staff members are ‘inter- 
national officials responsible only to the Organiza- 
tion’ — that is, to the UN itself. The U.S. scrupulously 
abides by this prime rule. So do the Western and 
other democracies and almost all other UN members 
— but not the Soviet Union and its satellites.” 

Lichenstein blames Moscow’s exploitation of 
secondment on the conscious connivance of UN 
Secretary-Generals condoned by a succession of US. 
administrations. 

“Any UN ‘reform,’ a matter that is becoming an 
increasingly popular cause, must include measures 
to ensure that the rules insulating UN staff from 
improper influence by their ‘home’ governments are 
rigorously enforced. There is no reason why the U.S. 
should be paying 25% (or any share at all) of the 
salaries of putative UN staffers who actually still 
work for Soviet Bloc governments. 

“The UN Charter is unambiguous about estab- 
lishing an international civil service whose mem- 
bers are neutral and are loyal only to the UN.” 
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Wake Question Answered 

Several readers have asked the fate 
of the Japanese on Wake who mur- 
dered 98 U.S. civilian workers cap- 
tured there during World War II 
(‘Wake Remembered,” September). 
To find out, Francis X. Byrne, of the 
Department of Veteran Services in 
Clinton, Mass., wrote the Marine 
Corps History and Museum Division. 
This is the reply he received from 
Danny J. Crawford, head of the ref- 
erence section: 

“American occupation forces ar- 
rived on Wake Island on Sept. 7, 
1945, and accepted the surrender of 
609 Japanese army and 653 naval 
personnel. By mid-September, all 
Japanese had been removed from 
Wake, to Peale and Wilkes Islands. 
All Japanese, with the exception of 
Rear Adm. Shigematsu Sakaibara, 
the Japanese commander of Wake, 


and 16 commissioned and noncom- 
missioned officers, were repatriated 
to Japan by Nov. 1, 1945. Adm. 
Sakaibara and the others were 
transferred to Kwajalein Atoll for 
further investigation into their al- 
leged responsibility for the Oct. 7, 
1943, machine gun execution of 98 
American civilian construction 
workers on Wake Island who had 
been captured, along with Ameri- 
can military personnel, in December, 
1941. For this crime, Adm. Sakai- 
bara and a number of his officers 
were tried, found guilty and hanged 
after the war’s end.” 
Cheer Up Servicemen 
America Remembers, a private or- 
ganization based in Franklin, Mich., 
is asking VFW members to join in 
spreading Christmas cheer to ser- 
vice personnel abroad. 

For this year’s campaign, America 


Remembers has been provided the 
names and addresses of these units 
by the Defense Department: 

The 2nd ACR, Attention, PAO, 
APO, New York 09093; USS John F. 
Kennedy (CV-67), c/o Executive Of- 
ficer, FPO, New York 09538-2800; 
U.S. Air Force, c/o Commander, 
6168th CSS, APO, San Francisco; 
U.S. Marines, c/o Consolidated PAO, 
Okinawa, Camp Butler, FPO, Seattle 
987-5015, and USS Carl Vinson (CV- 
70), c/o PAO, FPO, San Francisco 
96629-2840. 

In addition, the 12 Marines guard- 
ing the American embassy in Beijing 
have been suggested as recipients of 
Christmas greetings. Mail to them 
should be sent in care of the De- 
tachment Commander, Marine 
Guards, American Embassy, Beijing, 
China, FPO, San Francisco, 96655- 
0001. 


Discover a place that is not like anything you've seen 
but probably just what you've always had in mind. 
Millpond Village is a masterfully planned new community 


on the West Florida Suncoast by the original builders of the 


famous Veterans Village. 
It takes pages to do justice to its 


delightful storybook style and 
pleasurable quality of life. 


CJ Please send your brochure _ Offer Void Where Prohibited. 
UJ rmalso interested in the mini vacation/inspection tour 


Phone/Area Code 


4115 Old Millpond Drive/New Port Richey, Florida 33552 
¥ Telephone: (813) 376-2269 


~ Outside Florida: Toll Free 1-800-237-8213. I 


Mail the coupon today for our 

giant color brochure, or better 

yet, take us up on our mini 
vacation/inspection tour offer. 


For more information call 
Toll Free 1-800-237-8212. 


bn | 
1 Condos trom $40's 
I Villas trom 5 50's 

j Homes from $60's 


i In acommunity 
I that looks and 
I lives like a lot more. 


CHRISTMAS MEMORIES 


By Richard W. O'Donnell 


“4 man’s real possession is his memories. . . 


E ALL HAVE CHRIST- 
mas memories. Most are joy- 
ous, but some are sad. 

The great holiday arrives, and 
come what may, your memory will 
harken back to that Christmas of 
Christmases of long ago. The images 
are engraved on your mind. 

Let me tell you of memorable 
Christmases. These are true stories 
— mostly about old soldiers. 

Let me begin with my own Christ- 
mas tale. It happened at Pine Camp, 
N.Y., back in 1952. I was a humble 
private with the 24th Signal Service 
Battalion at the time. 

Everybody else in the outfit, or so 
it seemed, went home that desolate 
Christmas. I was stuck in camp. The 
duty roster demanded I pull guard 
duty in the middle of nowhere walk- 
ing around and around a long white 
building I am convinced nobody 


Alexander Smith (1830-67) 


knew existed except the first ser- 
geant who drew up the duty roster. 

Christmas Eve stretched out into 
a bitter middle-of-the-night. Shortly 
before 8 o'clock, I was relieved of 
duty and made a mad dash over to 
the chapel to attend mass. The music 
and the words spoken by the cha- 
plain cheered me, but not for long. 
Afterwards, I returned to an empty 
barracks, stretched out on my bunk 
and took a nap. 

At noon, there was lunch in the 
mess hall. To tell the truth, the food 
wasn't always the greatest. I did not 
exactly rush over, But when I got 
there, my mood quickly changed. 

The lone cook on duty was playing 
Christmas music on a record player. 
And he had whipped up a feast. 
There was steak and shrimp, and 
even a big cake with strawberry and 
whipped cream on top. Two or three 


” 


officers were in the mess hall — 
those who had to stay in camp for 
duty reasons, plus KPs and the seven 
others who had pulled guard duty 
with me. 

That meal was a delight — truly a 
Christmas joy. There was even some 
hard stuff available, strictly in viola- 
tion of the rules, but nobody seemed 
to notice. 

This was my first Christmas away 
from home and family. I will never 
forget it. There was a warmth anda 
kindness in that obscure mess hall 
on a lonely military post I have 
never forgotten. 

Since then I have dined in many 
celebrated restaurants, but that 
Christmas Day dinner at Pine Camp 
remains the most delicious meal I 
have ever tasted. 
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H OWARD MANOIAN, 
now an antique dealer in 
Lowell, Mass., was a WWII para- 
trooper. On D-Day, he landed in the 
French town of Ste.-Mere-Eglise. He 
was saved from capture and possi- 
ble death at the hands of the Ger- 
mans by Marcel Mauduit and his 
family. They kept him in their home 
until German patrols left the area, 
and then instructed him on how to 
reach the town where his unit was 
located. 

“I wanted to do something special 
for the Mauduits in 1969,” said 
Howard. “It was the 25th anniver- 
sary of the day Marcel saved my life. 
I wanted to be there in June, but 
couldn't make it over to France. I 
wasn't able to get to Ste.-Mere-Eglise 
until December. 

“I wanted to make my Christmas 
visit a memorable one for them. 
That was why I decided to arrive 
dressed as Pere Noel, the French 


URING WORLD WAR II, 

now retired Army Sgt. James 
L. Balukevich was tremendously 
popular with the good people who 
lived in the town of Kaunakakai on 
the island of Molokai in the Hawai- 
ian Island chain, where he was 
stationed. 

As a result, they elected Baluke- 
vich, now silver-haired and living in 
Washington, D.C., to the honorary 
post of “Mayor of Kaunakakai.” 
Balukevich tossed out the first ball 
at baseball games, performed the 
first hula at social gatherings and, in 
general, had a rollicking good time 
for himself. 

“Toys were in short supply on 
Molokai because of the war,” recall- 
ed Jim. “So I wrote friends on the 
mainland and asked them to ship 
some over to me. I wanted to dis- 
tribute them to the children of 
Molokai on Christmas. I had dozens 
of toys mailed to me. 

“In late November — this was in 


Santa Claus. In this country, Santa 
is everywhere. In Ste.-Mere-Eglise, a 
tiny place, Pere Noel is seldom seen 
— even at Christmas. 

“I knocked on the door of Marcel’s 
home at exactly 8 o'clock on Christ- 
mas Eve. I was dressed as Pere Noel 
and carrying a bag of Christmas 
gifts. 


1942 — my outfit, the 27th Division, 
was moved from Molokai to the 
island of Hawaii, about 100 miles 
away. All the gifts went with me. 
“It wasn’t until the following July 
that I was able to get a pass and 
return to Kaunakakai. Let me tell 
you I did it in grand style. Somebody 
made me a cotton beard, and some- 
body else assembled a green paper 


“Marcel answered the door and 
was so amazed he couldn't speak. 
His wife Pauline kept calling to him 
to close the door. She said cold air 
was coming into the house. When 
she saw me, she was dumbfounded 
too. All six of their children stood in 
silent amazement behind her. 

“I didn’t say a word. I marched 
into the parlor, left my Christmas 
bag on the sofa, and stomped out of 
the house. 

“Later on, I came back to the 
house in my normal clothes. Only 
then did Marcel and his wife guess 
the true identity of Pere Noel. Next 
morning, Pere Noel's appearance was 
big news all over town. I learned 
later it was the first time Pere Noel 
had ever made an ‘in person’ appear- 
ance in Ste.-Mere-Eglise. Next day, 
the local press had the story on the 
front page.” 


maché Christmas tree. I traveled to 
Molokai on a Navy patrol boat. There 
were rumors Japanese subs were in 
the area. We never saw any. 

“It was quite a trip. All the child- 
ren in town were waiting there on 
the dock to greet me. Travel restric- 
tions were rough in those days, and 
it took me seven months to cut 
through the red tape so I could 
deliver my toys. But I made it. And 
what a Christmas celebration we 
had. 

“My city hall may have been only a 
grass shack in the heart of coconut 
country, but I loved it. It was a plea- 
sure to know those people. It was a 
joy to have shared that special 
Christmas celebration with them.” 

Thus it was that, during the sec- 
ond world war, on a tiny Pacific 
island, Santa Claus, in a GI outfit, 
handed out Christmas presents to a 
lot of happy children — on the 
Fourth of July. 
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J OHN H. MORRILL II, A 
retired Navy rear admiral now 
residing in Bland, Va., will never 
forget Christmas, 1941. He was on 
duty in the Philippine Islands at the 
time. 

“It was a day I'll never forget,” he 
recalled. “It was a very special day 
for the U.S. Army and Navy clus- 
tered around Corregidor, Bataan 
and in the harbor. Until that day, 
the Japanese had confined their 
bombing to places on the mainland 
ofthe Island of Luzon. But on Christ- 
mas, it was ‘our’ day. 

“The bombs seemed to come like 
rain from the sky. Everywhere we 
looked, they were dropping. For us 
on our ships, it was a day of dodging 
and firing. Over on Corregidor, the 
Army barracks were on fire and the 


\\ } ONIE KNOWLES WHITE 

died in early 1984. She never 
wore a military uniform in her life. 
Yet every Christmas she received 
hundreds of cards, gifts and phone 
calls from soldiers, sailors and Ma- 
rines she adopted during World War 
Il. 

Christmas was always a special 
day for Vonie, who lived in the peace- 
ful seacoast community of North 
Hampton, N.H. 

Back during the bleak years of 
war, Vonie and her late husband, 
Marland Knowles, used to provide 
“good home cooked meals” for mem- 
bers of the 26th Division, 104th, 
Infantry, G Co. It was their task to 
guard the rugged New Hampshire 
coastline in the Portsmouth, Rye 
and Hampton Beach area. 

“My husband and I would drive 
along at night in our car and see 
those lonely soldiers trudging along 
the beach,” recalled Vonie shortly 
before her death. “They were so far 
from home, and they had to live on 
the second floor of a button factory 
over in Portsmouth. Marland and I 


beautiful lush green tropical vegeta- 
tion on the hillside was reduced to 
rubble in the space of hours. 

“But it is one bomb I remember 
that Christmas Day, and it is this 


started bringing cookies and coffee 
to those men. Later on, we had them 
home for dinner. We also invited 
men from the local naval hospital in 
Portsmouth. 

“It was the Christmas dinners I 
remember the most. Remember, they 
had rationing in those days, and you 
had to stretch the food if you were 
going to have enough for everybody. 
Those servicemen loved our home 
cooking even though there wasn't a 
lot of meat in it. 


bomb that made that Christmas the 
one I will never forget. 

“After the planes were gone and 
after the thunder had ceased, we 
went ashore to check out the dam- 
age in a small town where we had 
spent a great deal of time when not 
on duty. 

“As I rounded a corner in that 
town, I came across a scene I shall 
forever remember. At my foot was a 
tiny baby, a year or two old, with 
blackened face and clothing torn to 
shreds. He was babbling baby talk 
and playing with an unexploded 
bomb. 

“I picked up the child and held 
him in my arms and walked away 
quickly. As I did, I could not but help 
think of another child — a Child of 
Peace born many centuries ago.” 


“That first Christmas dinner with 
the soldiers, sailors and Marines is 
the one I remember most of all. 
Some of the men were able to have 
their wives with them. That dinner 
was like a United Nations. Our guests 
included a Swede and his Japanese 
wife, a Norwegian, a Scotsman, and 
a few of us cut-and-dried Yankees. 

“What a day we had. What songs 
we sang. What a merry, merry 
Christmas.” 

When members of the coastal pa- 
trol moved on and the patients were 
transferred elsewhere from the hos- 
pital, Vonie kept in touch. She mail- 
ed them gifts and cards at Christ- 
mas. Packages of cookies and cakes 
and candy were mailed out so fre- 
quently Vonie became known as 
“Bundles” at the town post office. 

Christmas with Vonie. The memo- 
ries are many. They are joyous and 
happy ones born during the dark 
hours of war. 

Vonie is gone now. But there are 
servicemen in all parts of the nation 
who will remember her this Christ- 
mas Day. z a 
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Pear! Harbors First Shot 
ly 


Capt. D.M. Bradford Williams, USN (Ret.) 
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National VFW Convention had a golden 
opportunity to garner a few bucks when 
they returned home from Minneapolis. 

How? 

By winning bets with their friends and 
neighbors. What was the bet? On that 
memorable Sunday morning, Dec. 7, 
1941, who fired the first round, Ameri- 
cans or Japanese? Probably 99.999% of 
all Americans will immediately answer: 
“the Japanese attacking planes, of 
course.” And they all would be wrong, of 
course. 

To win their bets, delegates had only 
to cross the Mississippi to St. Paul and 
shape a course for the State Capitol 
grounds. There, they could touch and 
photograph the gun which quite defi- 
nitely fired the first effective shot, open- 
ing America’s war with Japan exactly 
one hour and ten minutes before the 
first Japanese plane dropped its bomb 
or torpedo on our Battle Fleet in Pearl 
on that day which “will live in infamy.” 


mar 


That famous gun, permanently sited and 
enshrined on the lawn before the Minnesota 
State Capitol, is a U.S. Navy 4-inch 50 caliber 
type, removed from the old World War I four- 
stacker tincan, the USS Ward (DD-139). Per- 
haps I should dignify the Ward by employing 
her official designation of destroyer. Having 
served in two flush-deck four-stackers as a 
radioman, way back during the 1920s, and 
having sacked out in their select guinea pull- 
man quarters, however, I believe I rate refer- 
ring to that ultra-salty type of ship as a 
tincan. 

Contemporary destroyer sailors still refer 
to their ships as tincans, as did the late televi- 
sion tycoon Arthur Godfrey, who as I, rolled, 
pitched and corkscrewed in four-stackers 
while manning the radio key in the static 
room. 

The Ward was built at Mare Island Naval 
Shipyard, Vallejo (“Valley Joe”), Calif. Her keel 
hit the drink on June 1, 1918. On her trial run, 
she made turns for 37.5 knots. That’s 43.1 
miles an hour. How many of today’s tincans, 
some more than three times the Ward's ton- 
nage, can split the drink at that speed? Too 
late for WWI, during which the Navy fought 
swab-o battles, the Ward had her first big 
moment during the spring of 1919, when she 
served as a plane guard for the very first air- 
craft to fly the Atlantic, the Navy’s seaplane 
NC-4, In 1921, with dozens of other tincans of 
her type, she was decommissioned at San 
Diego and placed in Commodore Byron Mc- 
Candless’s “Red Lead Navy.” 

Eighty-five members of the St. Paul U.S. 
Naval Reserve Battalion saluted the Ward's 
National Ensign and the officer-of-the-deck 
on Feb. 6, 1941. They would represent more 
than 98% of the Ward’s wartime crew. They 
were most certainly not boots. For many 
years, they had trained annually aboard an 
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old gunship, the USS Paducah, while sailing 
on the Great Lakes out of Duluth, Minn. Navy 
general drills, shiphandling and gunnery prac- 
tice were strictly “stale seaboot” to these 
sailors. 

The Ward dropped her hook in Pear! Har- 
bor on March 9, 1941. She immediately began 
patrolling off the Pearl Harbor entrance. She 
patrolled on a highly restricted area wherein 
submarines were prohibited. Whenever U.S. 
submarines entered Pearl Harbor or sortied 
therefrom, they were escorted by a destroyer. 
But if an unescorted submarine appeared in 
that area, the patrolling tincan had official 
permission to sink her. 

On Dec. 6, 1941, Lt. William W. Outerbridge 
assumed command of the Ward. He was the 
only Regular Navy officer aboard. This was his 
first command and his first patrol. 

At 0600, Dec. 7, 1941, the USS Enterprise 
(CV-6), wearing the flag of Vice Adm. Wild Bill 
Halsey (who was never called “Bull” by those 
who fought with him), was 120 miles west by 
north of Pearl Harbor. She was due in Pearl 
from Wake Island on Saturday evening. Hal- 
sey, however, had slowed her because of an 
engine casualty in the USS Dunlap (DD — 
384), one of her escorting tincans. Had Big E 
been in Pearl, she would have been the super- 
priority target of the Japanese. With Big E 
sunk, only the USS Lexington (CV-2) would 
have been available to fight, and the ensuing 
war would have been vastly different. Now, 
Big E launched 18 aircraft to scout ahead of 
her, then land on Ford Island in the center of 
Pear! Harbor. 

Asub was sighted first at 0342 on Dec. 7 by 
Ens. R.C. McCloy, the watch officer on the USS 
Condor, a minesweeper. He saw a white wave 
moving toward the entrance to Pearl Harbor, 
and, with Quartermaster B.C. Uttrick, con- 
cluded they had seen a periscope. At 0358, 
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McCloy signalled the Ward that they had seen 
a submarine on a westerly course at a speed 
of 9 knots. 

Aboard the Ward, Lt. (jg) Oscar Goepner, 
USNR, got the message. He had been on this 
kind of patrol duty for a year, but this was his 
first experience like this. He woke up Lt. Out- 
erbridge, who ordered general quarters. For a 
half hour, the Ward searched for the sub until 
0443 when most of the crew, except the regu- 
lar watch, was released. Meanwhile, the USS 
Crossbill, a minesweeper that had been work- 
ing with the Condor, approached the Pearl 
Harbor net gate at 0447, and the gate opened 
at 0508. 

Twenty-four minutes later, the Condor was 
in. The gate stayed open for a tug expected at 
0615. 

Outerbridge asked the Condor for more 
information and was given the location of 
where the submarine was first seen, not 
where it was last seen. In between the Con- 
dor’s two messages, the sub had changed 
course. So the Ward moved east instead of 
west to search for the suspicious vessel. 

At 0630, the USS Antares, a general stores 
issue ship, was approaching the Pear] Harbor 
entrance net gate towing a barge. Seaman 
H.E, Raeubig, the Ward’s helmsman, sighted 
something moving in the drink close astern of 
the Antares. Lt. Goepner immediately called 
his captain, Lt. Outerbridge, to the bridge. The 
Ward sounded general quarters — all hands, 
man battle stations. 

Seaman Ambrose Domagall, the number 
one loader, went directly to Gun Number 
Three — he had been bridge messenger — 
when general quarters was sounded, pulled 
open the ready rack and was waiting for the 
others with a shell in his arms when they 
appeared. 

After Outerbridge ordered “all engines 
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fullahead,” the Ward went from 5 to 25 knots 
in five minutes and headed straight for the 
gap between the barge and conning tower 400 
yards from the Ward's starboard bow. The 
Antares signalled that she was being follow- 
ed. 

A PBY circling overhead, piloted by Ens. 
William Tanner, dropped two smoke pots to 
mark the sub’s position. Tanner thought it 
was in distress. The sub continued trailing the 
Antares. 

At exactly 0645, the Ward opened fire on 
the suspicious object, now clearly identified 
as a midget submarine, at a range of 100 
yards. The war’s very first round was fired by 
Number One Gun on Ward’s fo’c’sle. 

That round just barely missed the sub’s 
conning tower and periscope. The Japanese 
midget submarine, about 80 feet in length, 
was indeed trying to pass through the net into 
Pearl Harbor by dusting the stern of the 
Antares. 

Seconds after Number One Gun fired, the 
Number Three 4-inch gun atop the Ward's 
galley deckhouse, starboard side, let go a 
round that did not miss. Bosun’s Mate 2/c 
Russell H. Knapp, USNR, seated in the poin- 
ter’s port seat, triggered the very first effec- 
tive round fired in the war with the Japanese. 
Knapp’s round knocked the conning tower 
and periscope from the sub where they met 
her hull. The midget submarine immediately 
flooded and sank. Simultaneously, the Ward 
dropped four ashcans where the sub was 
deep-sixed. That two-man Japanese sub was 
permanently deep-sixed, 200 fathoms down. 

At 0650, Outerbridge radioed the Com- 
mandant of the 14th Naval District at Pearl 
Harbor: “Have attacked, fired upon, and depth 
charged submarine operating in restricted 
defensive sea area.” 

It bears repeating that the Ward sank that 


Posing with the USS Ward’s battle scoreboard after the Biak 
invasion in May, 1944, are crewmen who had served on the 
destroyer together as Naval reservists from St. Paul, Minn., 
and were present when the Ward sank a Japanese midget sub 
just outside Pear! Harbor. On the bottom row, fourth from 
left, is Clarence W. Fenton, a member of the gun crew that 
sank the sub. On the top row are three other gun crew 
members: Raymond B. Nolde, a VFW member, extreme left; 
Howard F. Gearin, third from left, and Edward J. Bukrey, third 
from right. (U.S. Naval Historical Center Photo). 


Japanese submarine at 0645, one full hour 
and ten minutes before the Japanese planes 
attacked our ships within Pearl Harbor. 

Had the high command at Pearl Harbor 
acted immediately upon receipt of Lt. Outer- 
bridge’s clear and urgent warning, the Japa- 
nese certainly would not have been unop- 
posed when they attacked en masse, because 
the U.S. ships in Pearl Harbor mounted up- 
wards of 500 5-inch 25 caliber and 5-inch 38 
caliber anti-aircraft guns plus several hun- 
dred machine guns. Had those guns been 
manned and ready when Cdr. Mitsuo Fuchida 
arrived with the planes from six large carri- 
ers, underway from the Kuriles since Nov. 26, 
1941, the U.S. Fleet would have taken very few 
hits. 

This is not merely this ancient mariner’s 
opinion, Fuchida emphatically agreed. 

There was also an unheeded radar warn- 
ing, but that is another sad and sordid story. 

Three minutes after the encounter with 
the midget submarine, the Ward sighted and 
seized a white sampan inside the restricted 
area. As she began escorting it to the Coast 
Guard station in Honolulu, another sub ap- 
peared at 0703. Five depth charges later, an 
oil bubble burst 300 yards away. 

Exactly three years later, Dec. 7, 1944, the 
USS Ward was on anti-submarine patrol in 
Ormoc Bay on the inboard/west side of Leyte 
Island in the Philippines. The Ward had been 
converted into a fast personnel carrier. At 
0955, three suicide kamikazes appeared 
above. One crashed into her between wind 
and water on her port side. The plane’s engine 
went completely through the ship’s thin skin 
(hence “tincan”) and exited on her starboard 
side. 

With fireroom and engineroom afire and 
flooding, many wounded, zero power, plus 
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An Honor Gun 


The Ward’s famous Number Three 
Gun was turned over to Minnesota for 
display on the Capitol grounds in St. 
Paul in 1958 during the celebration of 
Minnesota's centennial as a state. 

On the gun’s right, a plaque commem- 
orating the gift declares that “this gun 
became an historic chapter in military 
history on Dec. 7, 1941, when it fired the 
first shot in defense in America’s war 
with Japan, sinking an enemy subma- 
rine off Pearl Harbor. The gun was 
mounted on the Destroyer USS Ward 
and was manned by a crew of Minnesota 
Naval Reservists.” 

The gift to Minnesota by the Navy is 
“dedicated to Minnesotans who served 
their country.” 

On the left, another plaque refers to 
the gun as an “honor gun,” and says “the 
gun has the distinction of being the first 
naval gun to speak America’s reply in 
World War II. As such, the Pear] Harbor 
Ordnance men consider it deserv- 
ing of special respect and care through- 
out its life.” 

Then the gun’s crew is listed. They 
were R.H. Knapp, C.W. Fenton, R.B. 
Nolde, A.A. Domagall, D.W. Gruening, 
J.A. Peick, H.P. Flanagan, E.J. Bukrey 
and K.C.J. Lasch. 

Three members of the gun crew belong 
to the VFW. They are Domagall, Post 
2817, St. Paul; Nolde, Post 1635, St. Paul, 
and Peick, Post 6583, Park Rapids, Minn. 

The gun was removed from the Ward 
when she was converted from a des- 
troyer to a fast personnel transport at 
the Bremerton Navy Yard. 


VFW: DECEMBER 1986 


ae 


MINUTES 
TIL 
WAR 


By Tom Straub 


0700 7 Dec. 1941 


he tour of duty was over for Pvts. 

Joseph L. Lockard and George E. 
Elliott at 0700, Dec. 7, 1941. Al- 
though they had been scheduled to 
work until noon, they had been 
called earlier that morning and told 
they would be picked up by truck 
after they were cleared to shut 
down. 

The Information Center at Fort 
Shafter had just called the two about 
six minutes earlier and cleared them 
to shut the radar set down as they 
themselves were closing up. Now 
the two soldiers were waiting forthe 
truck to pick them up and take 
them the nine miles back to their 
base camp at Kawaiola for breakfast. 

The Opana site, where the mobile 
radar equipment was positioned, 
gave the two privates a beautiful 
view of Oahu’s North Shore and the 
twisting, dusty road that led up the 
ridge to their site. It was a perfect 
Hawaii morning, with scattered 
white puffs in a high, blue sky; sun- 
light glittered off the blue and white 
surf; lush green sugarcane fields 


marched around the point toward 
their camp. One of six radar sites on 
the island, the Opana station had 
the best location for detecting any 
planes approaching from the north. 

Even though the center had closed, 
Pvt. Elliott decided to continue work- 
ing with the equipment since he was 
still new to it. He had been in train- 
ing for less than three months. He 
was good at plotting, but he still 
needed work on interpreting what 
he was seeing on the 270-B radar 
equipment. 

Since someone at headquarters 
had decided that the early morning 
hours would be the most likely time 
for an attack, the radar was manned 
from 4 a.m. to 7 am. The Army’s 
current fear of sabotage of its air- 
planes had not been carried over to 
the radar sites, though. The two pri- 
vates had one .45 Colt pistol and 
seven rounds of ammunition be- 
tween them. 


0702 7 Dec. 1941 

Elliott suddenly got a return from 
something at 003 degrees at 137 
miles out at 0702. Since he had 
never seen areturn at such extreme 
range or a “blip” so large, he assumed 
he had either done something to the 
set or it was malfunctioning on its 
own. The latter was the most likely 
since the radar sets had become 
notorious for their down time. 

Lockard now took an interest in 
the return, but between them they 
could not come up with any expla- 
nation except that it must be an 
unusually large formation of air- 
craft. 

The aircraft at Wheeler and Hick- 
am Fields were lined up smartly, 
wingtip-to-wingtip, so they could be 
protected more easily against sabo- 
teurs. They were all unarmed but 
fueled. 


0706 7 Dec. 1941 
Lockard, with more experience 
on the primitive radar set, had now 
taken the position on the scope at 
0706 while Elliott began writing 
down the information on the strange 
targets. Elliott picked up the field 
telephone and tried to call the Ft. 
Shafter plotter, but there was no 
answer. He had already left for 
breakfast. 
The men of the Pacific Fleet were 


beginning to stir as they prepared to 
go to breakfast or church services. 
Sunday was generally a day of rest, 
even in the Navy, but more espe- 
cially so in the tropics. Many were 
planning their day to visit one of 
Hawaii's spectacular beaches. 

The return was now at 125 miles. 


0710 7 Dec. 1941 


Elliott now tried the line to the 
Information Center switchboard at 
0710 and found Pvt. Joseph McDo- 
nald was still there. Believing he was 
the only one still on duty at the cen- 
ter, McDonald started to take down 
the information. As he checked the 
clock to log the time of the incoming 
message, he spotted Lt. Kermit Tyler 
and called him over. 

Lt. Tyler was normally a pursuit 
pilot with the 15th Pursuit Group at 
Wheeler Field, but on this day, he 
was pulling his second day of pur- 
suit officer in training. The previous 
Wednesday had been his first day of 
assisting the Information Center 
controller in effecting an intercept 
by Army pursuit planes of other 
Army aircraft playing the role of 
enemy planes, but today had been a 
complete waste of his time. Neither 
the controller nor the aircraft iden- 
tification officer was on duty this 
morning. So since his arrival at 0400, 
Lt. Tyler had read the paper, lis- 
tened to the radio and idly watched 
the “seven or eight enlisted men” go 
about their duties. For some ‘un- 
known reason, his assigned hours of 
duty extended to 0800 even though 
the Information Center closed down 
at 0700. 

The Japanese were 102 miles out. 


0720 7 Dec. 1941 
Unsatisfied with the response from 
McDonald, Pvt. Lockard, the senior 
of the two privates, wanted to talk 
to the officer at the center at 0720. 
Lt. Tyler listened as Lockard de- 
scribed “the biggest sightings he had 
ever seen” and gave their positions 
and speed. 

Despite being later identified erro- 
neously as the duty officer, Lt. Tyler 
had no authority whatsoever at the 
center other than to advise the con- 
troller. But he had been listening to 
radio station KGMB during the hours 
it was normally off the air, and he 
knew the station broadcast through- 
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out the night.only when flights of 
planes were enroute from the main- 
land. That was to enable the inbound 
aircraft to use the station as a navi- 
gational aid. Presuming this was the 
case, he assured Lockard, “Well, 
don’t worry about it.” 

Indeed the lieutenant was cor- 
rect. A large formation of 12 B-17s 
was due to land at Hickam Field 
about 0800 after flying from Hamil- 
ton Field, Calif. Their guns were still 
packed in boxes, well greased with 
Cosmoline. They carried no ammu- 
nition. 

The blip was now at 74 miles. 


0730 7 Dec. 1941 

Elliott and Lockard continued at 
0730 to track and plot the return 
unaware that the Navy was waiting 
for confirmation that the destroyer 
USS Ward had “attacked, fired on, 
depth-bombed, and sunk submarine 
operating in defensive sea area” at 
the entrance to Pearl Harbor. 

Adm. Husband E. Kimmel, com- 
mander in chief of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, and Gen. Walter C. Short, 
commander of the Army’s Hawaiian 
Department, were both awake and 
preparing for their morning golf 
date. These two officers had been 
warnéd on Nov. 27, 1941, that “hos- 
tile action possible at any moment” 
and that the message “is to be con- 
sidered a war warning.” 

The Japanese were now 47 miles 
away. 


0740 7 Dec. 1941 

The return was being lost at 0740 
in the ground clutter from the sea 
and back-wave from the surround- 
ing mountains. The truck finally ar- 
rived and the two hungry privates 
shut down the radar unit and start- 
ed back to camp. 

Adm. William Halsey, aboard the 
USS Enterprise, was now only 200 
miles west of Pearl Harbor. He was 
returning from his mission to Wake 
Island, delivering 12 F4F3-3 Wildcat 
fighters. Throughout his mission, 
the aggressive Halsey had kept his 
task force on a war footing with 
planes loaded with bombs and bul- 
lets. At 0618, 17 SBD dive bombers 
had been launched to patrol the 
area between the carrier and Oahu. 

The enemy planes were only 22 
miles away at the last radar sighting. 


Tailless, a burned B-1 7C rests n 


Field’s Hangar 5. 


Dock One inside Hangar 35 at Hickam Field 
is littered with debris following the Sunday 
morning attack. 


America’s entrance into World 
War II was proclaimed at 0755 by 
Japanese Zero fighters strafing the 
Catalina patrol planes (PBYs) at 
Kaneohe Naval Air Station into twist- 
ed wreckage. Val dive-bombers be- 
gan their destruction of the P-36 
and P-40 fighters at Wheeler Field, 
B-17 and B-18 bombers at Hickam 
and other PBYs at Ford Island in 
Pearl Harbor. Minutes later, Kate 
torpedo bombers began to pump 
their high-powered “fish” into the 
unprotected sides of the American 
battlewagons. 


0755 7 Dec. 1941 


The privates were nearly to break- 
fast, unaware of the heroic part 
they nearly played. 

Pvt. Lockard had alerted Lt. Tyler 
at 0720, 35 minutes before the bombs 
began to fall. Author Gordon W. 
Prange in his best-selling book, “At 
Dawn We Slept,” says Lt. Gen. Walter 
C. Short, the Army commander, “be- 
lieved that 30 to 35 minutes warn- 
ing would give him plenty of time to 
disperse the planes.” He got the 35 
minutes he wanted, but no one could 
take advantage of it. a 
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VISIONS OF WAR 


Rare archival footage of World War Il from Germany, Russia and Italy never before seen in the United States. 


The history of World War Il in three parts. 


From Hitler's rise to power to the catastrophic bombing of Hiroshima, 
this series chronicles the major events of World War Il. Book 1: Hitler's 
rise to power. Book 2: The fight for freedom. Book 3: The final battle. 
Each cassette is 80 min. B/W (1985) 


To order call now 1 * 800 + 538 » 5856. Inside California (213) 657 + 2233. 
Or send $79.95 plus $4.95 postage and handling, MasterCard and Visa 
accepted. VHS or BETA, California residents add 6%% sales tax. 
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A series of biographies of 
HITLER, MUSSOLINI, 
DE GAULLE, STALIN and 
CHURCHILL. 


75 min. B/W (1985) 
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The German annihilation 
of Poland's defenses in 
1939 through the final 


Russian onslaught against 
Berlin in 1945. 


60 min. B/W (1985) 


From Russian archive mate- 
tial witness unique footage 
of the fight to take Berlin. 


80 min. B/W (1985) 


To order call now 1°800°538+5856. Inside California (213) 657-2233. Or send $39.95 plus 
$3.95 postage and handling, for each cassette. MasterCard and Visa accepted. VHS and 
BETA, California residents add 612% sales tax. 


PACIFIC ARTS VIDEO Mail Order, 50 N. La Cienega, Suite 210, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 
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of Florida 
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+ PERMANENT 
RETIREMENT 
LIVING 

+ SECOND HOME 
LIVING 

+ INVESTMENT 
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Century Communities offer you a wide range of Fun-in-the-Sun choices in new 
mobile home living, including communities with . .. waterfront living and marinas... 
golf course living . . . large clubhouses... heated swimming pools. . . Jacuzzi whirl- 
pools ... plus many other amenities. To save you money and offer convenience, 
Century has its own Travel Club Agency and Merchant Discount Program. 

Some are double-wide communities with prices from $29,000 and some are single- 
wide communities with prices from $16,900. 


All 12 Communities have 
Guaranteed Lifetime Leases 
and are Developed 
and Operated by 


—CENTURY— 


Choice locations include 
Ocala, Leesburg, Wildwood, 
Tampa-Plant City, Winter 
Haven, Lakeland, Haines 
City, Sebring and Eustis. 
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ear ig he advantages avail- 

able to you as offered by Florida’s largest provider of new 

mobile home communities: 
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P.O. Box 5252 ¢ Lakeland, FL 33803 


(813) 647-1581 
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uncertainty whether the magazines 


command to be issued. Lt. Richard 
E. Farwell, USNR, aye, one of those 
St. Paul reservists, truly hated to 
sound that command. But with his 
ship utterly useless and her crew 
definitely endangered, he gave the com- 
mand: “All hands, prepare to aban- 
don ship!” 

The USS O’Brien came alongside 
and with two other ships, took off 
the Ward’s crew. When Farwell 
climbed to the O’Brien’s bridge, he 
was literally astounded to greet her 
captain, his former skipper of the 
Ward — now Lt. Cdr. Outerbridge. 
Two ofthe O'Brien's 5-inch 38 caliber 
guns sank the Ward, just as her after 
magazine exploded. 

What an incredible coincidence: 
the Ward’s skipper when she fired 
the first effective shot of the war 
being forced to sink his former first 
command on the same date, three 
years later! 

Incidentally, Rear Adm. Outer- 
bridge, USN (Ret.) each year visits 
that famous gun and her St. Paul 
crew, declaring: “It isn’t every skip- 
per who can keep his original crew 
together for more than 40 years.” 

The USS Ward, having participat- 
ed in nearly every surface action 
from Guadalcanal to Leyte Gulf and 
Ormoc Bay, eminently rates the U.S. 
Navy Unit Commendation she was 
justly awarded. Her performance 
was excellent — four-o in Navy par- 
lance — from her very first round 
of WWII until deep-sixed by a sui- 
cide pilot in the Philippines. One 
should never forget that the Ward’s 
crew of Naval Reservists from St. 
Paul sank the very first Japanese 
ship during World War II. a 


About the Author: 

Capt. Williams once served with 
Past Commander-in-Chief James E. 
Van Zandt as a third class radio- 
man when Van Zandt was a chief 
quartermaster. A Regular Army of- 
ficer, the father of Capt. Williams 
was an early member of the VFW. 
Williams himself was radar officer 
on the USS Enterprise while, as he 
writes, the “Ward did her stuff.” 
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is Magazine asked Commander-in-Chief, 
Norman G. Staab, about VFW-Sponsored 
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 
INSURANCE PLANS FOR 1987: 


VFW Magazine: Why did National Headquarters 

introduce an ECONOMY version of the original, 

COMPREHENSIVE VFW-Sponsored Medicare 

Supplement Insurance Plan? 

“Remember, the military term — PREPAREDNESS. 

That's what Medicare supplement insurance is all 

about. It’s there to help members pay the bills Medicare 

can leave unpaid. Thousands of members are 

already protected by the original, COMPREHENSIVE 

Plan. But thousands of others wanted an option.” Norman G. Staab, Commander-in-Chief, VFW 


VFW Magazine: Is it true that members without eligible member can now have the right amount of 
Medicare Supplement Insurance may have to Medicare Supplement Insurance. Or, members can fill 
pay for everything that Medicare does not cover? out and mail the coupon below to: Insurance 

“That's exactly right, and it’s the reason we developed Information Service, P.O. Box 13811, Philadelphia, PA 
our original, COMPREHENSIVE Plan, as a full- 19101-3811. OR CALL THE TOLL-FREE 

coverage plan. But we’ve had requests from members INSURANCE HOTLINE: 1-800-821-2606.” 

for a limited coverage plan. So we introduced this new 


ECONOMY Plan. Now, there's a choice.” In Missouri call TOLL-FREE 1-800-237-1765. In 


Kansas City, Missouri and its environs, call 561-2338, 
VFW Magazine: In other words, this new any business day. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
ECONOMY Plan brings protection within reach . 
Central Time. 
of more members. 
“That's the point: The needs of VFW members differ. 
So, we worked with the insurance company to develop bese bitter wang thet arf oupeecnere <—"oem Plans are 
H ici ul rwritten fe) erican, fe am Ast /ompany 

this new ECONOMY Plan. Now every eligible member (NA NALAC), Mintieapokel MN or Preferred Life Insiranca ompany of 
can choose the Plan that best meets his/her needs and New York (Preferred), a wholly owned ea) et NALA‘ 

dis n the state in which you live. Jed are 
a bey + (excellent) for sounantec id financial stability by A.M. 

Best Company, a leading insurance company anaylst. 

VFW Magazine: Do you get enough coverage 
with the new ECONOMY Plan? 
“It’s hard to say how much is enough. The 
COMPREHENSIVE Plan covers just about everything 
Medicare can leave for you to pay. But, it’s more costly 
than our new ECONOMY Plan that covers you for 
slightly more than half the price. The important thing is 
that members now have a choice.” 
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best for them? 
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ECONOMY Plan. With two Plans, every Medicare- 
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By Rick Bretz 

fa e should have died at least ten 
times after the Pearl Harbor 

bombing, and he'll even say so. 

Around Dec. 7 each year, everyone 
hears and reads a number of stories 
about the destruction and death 
associated with Pear] Harbor. But as 
Al Elsesser, an audio-visual produc- 
tion specialist at Fort Huachuca, 
Ariz., will tell anyone, there was life 
after Pearl Harbor. 

“I came in from my anti-sabotage 
position that morning to play a 
football game,” Elsesser remembers. 
“About a quarter to eight, we heard 
a whole lot of commotion and low 
flying aircraft. We ran out into the 
quadrangle and saw this Japanese 
plane fly over. 

“I remember remarking, ‘Hey, 
they're making those planes look 
real. A rising sun’s on the side.’” 

Elsesser said he and his buddies 
thought it was an exercise and add- 
ed, “About the time I said ‘rising sun’ 
— tat-tat-tat-tat-tat — they started 
shooting across the ground. It was 
the real thing. So we all ducked 
under the concrete barracks and 
stayed put.” 

Needless to say, that day everyone 
forgot all about football. 

Elsesser — his commander on 
Guadalcanal called him Alka Seltzer 
— carries the extra weight of most 
65 year olds. He speaks the language 
of a North-South half breed whose 
“right stuff’ is exactly where it be- 
longs — in his guts so he can pull it 
out when he needs it. 

During the bombing, Elsesser and 
his friends stayed under cover until 
deuce-and-a-half trucks picked 
them up to carry them to anti-sabo- 
tage positions near the coastline. 
While riding to his position, he and 


he could have died 


his friends saw burning planes and 
bombed-out hangars at Wheeler 
Field, sinking ships in the harbor, 
and a mess hall blown to pieces by a 
bomb, killing several soldiers. 

“All of us felt mad, and nobody 
knew quite how to take it,” Elsesser 
recalls. After the bombing, everyone 
remained on edge, he remembers. 
“We expected a follow-up attack 
afterwards, but it never arrived.” 

A few days after the bombing, El- 
sesser’s commander assigned him to 
guard the first World War II Japa- 
nese prisoner, Kazuo Sakamaki, who 
was featured in the December, 1981, 
issue of Life Magazine. Sakamaki 
was found on a beach several miles 
from Pear! Harbor. He was piloting a 
sub when he became disoriented 
and ran into a coral reef. 

“After guarding the prisoner for 
about a week, I was moved from 
place to place. I was finally given a 
mission of stringing barbed wire 
from the entrance of Pearl Harbor 
to Cocoa Head,” he remembers. “I 
was in the water for eight hours a 
day. At the end of the day I looked 
like a prune.” 

A year after the Pearl Harbor 
bombing, Elsesser and his friends 
found themselves on a ship. He 
thought he was going home. He was 
dead wrong. He stepped off the ship 
onto Guadalcanal. 

For Elsesser, the road to the Pearl 
Harbor attack began in 1939 when 
he enlisted in the Army from York, 
Pa. “I wanted to join the Army. I had 
friends who had enlisted the year 
before and they had gone to Hawaii. 
So my friends Bob Doyle, Clarence 
Walkum and I ended up in Hawaii,” 
says Elsesser. 

Unknown to Elsesser and his unit, 
the horrors of war hadn’t arrived 
yet. 

“Ayear after Pearl Harbor, instead 
of getting out of the service, I found 
myself on Guadalcanal. We relieved 
the Americal Division,” Elsesser re- 
members. “A lot of my buddies were 
in the Americal Division and a lot of 
them were killed at Guadalcanal.” 

Pfc Elsesser was a combat scout 
for the 27th Infantry, of the 25th 
Division, when he arrived on Gua- 


dalcanal. He says the first thing he 
did was wander toward the front 
line near the Marine areas to see 
what was going on so he would 
know what to look for when his unit 
began fighting. 

“I almost got shot just when a 
Marine pulled me down and said, 
‘There’s asniper there, youdummy, ” 
Elsesser remembers. 

After a week, Elsesser and his unit 
received orders to attack. 

“They pointed us to a hill and said, 
‘The Japs are on the other side, you 
guys go get them! so we started 
towards the top of the hill.” 

Elsesser’s gang fought their way 
to Bloody Ridge, named for thenumber 
of people killed there. His unit dug in 
for the night. There, they were in 
range of “Pistol Pete,” a Japanese 
cannon set up in the forward area. 

“He'd just lob shells to harass us 
every now and then,” says Elsesser. 
Pistol Pete gave Elsesser his first 
indoctrination to the horrors of war. 
“Near a point where I was stationed, 
our machine gun was hit. There 
were three guys, and I could hear 
them hollering and screaming and 
nobody would go get them,” he re- 
members vividly. 

“So I said, ‘I'll go get them.’ My 
friend, Jimmy, and I grabbed a litter 
and ran out there and saw three 
guys blown all to hell. One guy's head 
was split open; another guy’s head 
was blown off, and the one who was 
hollering was gone from the waist 
down,” Elsesser recalls. 

“The guy was in shock and didn’t 
know anything about his legs being 
blown off. So I told him, ‘take it easy, 
we're going to get you out of here.’ I 
went for his legs and there weren't 
any. We put him an astretcher, and 
I grabbed a shelter-half and threw it 
over the lower part of him. Of course, 
he died later; there was no way he 
could have survived.” 

During his fighting on Guadal- 
canal, Elsesser brushed against 
death a couple of times. 

“Once Pistol Pete landed a mortar 
shell about a foot from me — but it 
hit upside down so it didn’t explode. 


continued on page 30 


28 VFW: DECEMBER 1986 


RE MEN nos ES ES SER 


That was just plain lucky,” Elsesser 
says. 

Another time, Elsesser relates, he 
and two buddies were on land 
a hand grenade landed between his 
partner and Elsesser, who was in 
the middle of the group. The three of 
them hit the ground, but Elsesser 
escaped unhurt. His two friends 
were injured. “You tell me, I can’t 
explain it. I should have been killed. 
It landed closest to me,” he says. 

In still another instance, he re- 
calls, a mortar shell fragment landed 
about a foot from his head while he 
was low crawling towards the top of 
Bloody Ridge. “It landed near my 
head so I tried to push it away. It 
burned the heck out of my hand,” he 
says. “It seemed I had the angels on 
my side.” 

After a couple of months, the 
Army sent him back to Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., in 1942 to recuperate from the 
malaria, hookworm, jungle rot, and 
jaundice he caught during the war. 
From there, he attended the Army 
photography school in New York, 


continued from page 28 
and in the Navy, he taught photo- 
graphy at Pensacola, Fla. He stayed 
in for almost four years, but left the 


Navy and joined the Army again in 
1948. 
El er worked for the Army 


Hometown News Center in Ka 
City, Mo., made sergeant, then tr 
ferred to Walter Reed Army Hospi- 
tal where he photographed Audie Mur- 
phy, Sir Winston Churchill, Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Jimmy Cag- 
ney and many others as the chief of 
the still photography branch. 

During his stay at Walter Reed, 
Elsesser was on a biomedical task 
force assigned to Yucca Flats, Nev 
where the atomic bomb testing took 
place. There were three explosions: 
Priscilla, Smokey, and Diablo. El- 
sesser photographed Priscilla and 
Smokey. “Smokey was the one where 
they put the troops in the trenches,” 
Elsesser remembers. 

“Tstood on ahill about eight or ten 
miles from the explosion. When 
Smokey exploded, I turned my head. 
Then I watched the shock waves 
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item or your money back. 


FREE OFFICIAL ORDER OF PRECEDENCE CHART 
Every Award. Citation, etc 
$1 VALUE — YOURS TO KEEP FREE REGARDLESS. 


Glenwood Agency, Dept. VF126 
| 32 Wilmoth Avenue, Ardsley, N.Y. 10502 


| Please rush my Trophy Case, Plus FREE Chart 
of Precedence. Also send FREE Catalog 

| Sheets containing 100's of ribbons, minature 
medals, badges and patches. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
E, sed is my check Money order | 
fora 5"x7" trophy case at $19.45 | 
8" x 10" trophy case at $24.45 | 
11" x 14” trophy case at $29.45 | 

ADD UPS SHIPPING CHARGE OF $4.00 PER 
I CASE. Must have street address for UPS | 
| delivery. No APO's or Foreign delivery! | 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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| Ad 


| 
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coming toward me. They just ruffled 
the tent flaps,” Elsesser says. “Five 
miles back the waves bounced be- 
tween two canyons. That’s where it 
did the real damage. The waves tore 
the doors off the photography truck 
and everything else. 

‘After that, they hauled us down 
nd zero so I could do the 
aphy work. The animals in 
oxholes at ground zero were 
intact. Those animals 100 to 200 
yards away were blown to pieces. At 
300 yards to 800 yards, pigs were 
observed for radiation poisoning. 
Pigskin is the nearest of all animals 
to human skin; that’s why we used 
pigs. The pigs at 300 feet couldn't 
stand up, bleeding from the 
mouth and rectum and later were 
found to experience kidney and liver 
failure. 

Elsesser didn’t exactly get out free 
of injury either. 

‘Since I was crawling around at 
ground zero on my knees taking pic- 
tures, my knees are brittle. The VA 
has declared me 40% disabled. I’ve 
had several operations, and I take 
pills to relieve the pain, but I refuse 
to quit.” 

After 20 years of eventful service, 
Elsesser retired from the Army in 
1960 as a sergeant. “There weren't 
any promotions, so I decided to 
retire.” 

Elsesser, the former Army photo- 
grapher, skeddaddled to Arizona to 
“punch” a few cattle in 1961. He did 
that for a year and “had a ball.” 

From there, he lassoed an audio- 
visual position, winding up at the 
University of Arizona as chief of its 
audio-visual department in 1968. 
He worked there for ten years and 
then found ajob at Fort Huachuca’s 
Directorate of Training and Doctrine 
branch, working on the Military In- 
telligence magazine in 1981. From 
there he transferred to his present 
position as a production specialist 
with the audio-visual motion pic- 
ture branch. 

“T enjoyed it all. 1 wouldn’t change 
a thing. Like I said before, I should 
be dead ten times over. Whenever 
the good Lord wants me, I’m ready.” 
Let’s hope when he’s ready, an angel 
doesn’t fly in and land upside 
down. a 


were 
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Great Year Seen 


Le planning sessions to make 
the VFW’s 1986-87 year the great- 
est in the organization’s history were 
the core of national committee meet- 
ings in Kansas City and Washington 
soon after the 87th National Conven- 
tion. 

In Kansas City, chairmen and vice 
chairmen of the Americanism, Com- 
munity Activities, Safety, Buddy 
Poppy, Voice of Democracy and 
Youth Activities Committees met 
with directors of each of these pro- 
grams to chart the year’s course. 
Joining in were the newly-formed 
Committee on Life Membership 
and VFW National Home Committee 
chairmen and vice chairmen. 

Meeting in Washington with direc- 
tors at the VFW Washington Office 
were chairmen and vice chairmen 
of the National Security and Foreign 
Affairs, Legislative and Civil Service 
and Employment Committees. 

Addressing each of the commit- 
tees were Commander-in-Chief Nor- 
man G, Staab, Sr. Vice Commander- 
in-Chief Earl L. Stock and Jr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Riv- 
ers. 

“The more I move around with 
Norm Staab and Earl Stock, the 
more impressed I am, and I am con- 
fident that under Norm’s leadership 
we will have the greatest year ever,” 
Rivers told the committees’ leader- 
ship. 

“It is a pleasure to be one of you 
and to be one of Norm Staab’s team, 
and next summer in New Orleans 
we all can pat ourselves on the back 
for a job well done.” 

Adding his prediction for a suc- 
cessful year, Stock said, “I worked 
with Norm last year, and he is one of 
the troops. I know this will be a good 
year at the grassroots and the Post 
level.” 

Stock complimented the chairmen 
and vice chairmen: “I know Norm 
has appointed good chairmen and 
vice chairmen.” 

Commander-in-Chief Staab said 
his recent meetings with such major 
figures in the government as Secre- 
tary of State George Shultz, Secre- 


tary of Defense Caspar Weinberger, 
Adm. William Crowe, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and VA 
Administrator Thomas K. Turnage 
were evidence of the high regard in 
which the VFW is held. 

He told the committee chairmen 
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Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab to 
committee officers: ‘Let’s make 1986-87 
greatest year ever.’ With him are Jr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Sr. 
Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stockand 
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. 


and vice chairmen: 

“Everyone out there has the abil- 
ity to do the job, and I have a lot of 
faith in Larry and Earl. I am happy 
with the ones we have. 

“The most important thing is to 
make sure our own Posts are in 
good shape, and one way is to go out 
and sign up members yourselves. 
Then see to it your Districts and 
Departments are moving forward. 

“The start we have made has been 
fast and we are moving and we will 
continue to roll forward for years to 
come.” 

Staab said that the VFW’s access 
to such powerful persons as those 
with whom he discussed issues of 
concern to veterans and national 
security is based on the VFW’s con- 
tinued membership growth. 

“You don’t just walk in to see the 
Secretary of State or the Secretary 
of Defense,” he said. 

VFW programs, he continued, are 
geared to increasing membership by 
serving each community where the 
organization is established. 

As for recruiting new members, 
he suggested that whenever a mem- 
ber meets a stranger and the con- 
versation touches on military ser- 
vice, ask whether he or she was 


overseas. If the answer is yes, proffer 
a membership application. 

Staab said he has found that re- 
gardless of how many business trips 
abroad a person has made, a mil- 
itary assignment overseas always is 
the high point. 

“This is the year I have been look- 
ing forward to ,and I want to go into 
your Departments,” he said. 

Of Stock and Rivers, Staab said: 

“Iam proud of what the Eastern 
Conference has given us in Earl 
Stock. He has a background in all 
phases of the VFW. Larry Rivers 
represents another era, and as we 
see younger persons taking over, we 
‘now we are going in the right direc- 
tion and we are attracting Vietnam 
veterans. Billy Ray Cameron was 
our first Vietnam veteran to be elect- 
ed Commander-in-Chief and now 
we have Larry Rivers on his way. 

“If there is any way I can help, you 
know I will, and we will make this 
the greatest year, for we are the Ral- 
lying Force.” 

At the National Council of Admin- 
istration meeting of Oct. 3-4, Staab 
declared that the survival of veter- 
ans’ entitlements depends on the 
continued existence of the VFW. 

He called the council members 
the leaders of this organization be- 
cause they have a proven record of 
success behind them. He also praised 
Stock and Rivers for their long ex- 
perience in the VFW. 

“This has been a marvelous year 
up to this point because of what you 
have done,” he said. “You started 
this blitz, and it took off.” 

He announced that the organiza- 
tion’s membership was ahead of the 
same period of 1985. Number of new 
Posts is higher, too. 

Continuing his membership 
theme, Staab said, “The only way we 
can remain strong is with member- 
ship because once we start losing 
ground, we will no longer be heard 
on Capitol Hill.” 

Supreme Commander James Pat- 
terson, of the Military Order of the 
Cootie, pledged the support of his 


continued on page 47 
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National Council of Administration: Seated, Bruno W. Betro, Domenick A. Volpe, Judge Advocate Gen. David C. Doten, Inspector Gen. 
James L. Kimery, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; National Chaplain Alfred A. Schneider, Commander-in-Chief Norman G. 
Staab, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chiet Larry W. Rivers, Chief of Staff Donald A. Nikkel, 
Surgeon Gen. John B. Coates, Jr.; Louis Reale, John J. Lieb, Otis N. Berry and George Van Allen. Standing, Raymond C. Mullin, George 
H. Pugh, Dwight Tanner, Jr.; Robert B. Thomas, Raymond N. Stotler, Claude Jack Ragan, Paul S. Aaberg, Louis Balasanos, QM Gen. 
Herbert Irwin, S.H. Parsons, Patrick T. Bohmer, Russell D. Truax, Melvin L. Page, Sr.; Irving M. Spencer, Merle R. Cushatt, Jack Williams, 
Joseph F. Martin, Jack C. Hulslander, Robert J. Lyons, Glen A. Rohr and John M. Packard. 


National Americanism Committee: Seated, Peter E. Olson, Law- 
rence Jack and Jack Ivy, vice chairmen; Ray Price, director; Paul 
Phillips, chairman, Frances Nebus, Ladies Auxiliary director, and 
Daryl Reeder, vice chairman. Standing, Chief of Staff Donald A. 
Nikkel, Inspector Gen. James L. Kimery, Jr. Vice Commander-in- 
Chief Larry W. Rivers, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, 
Jr.; Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab and Adjutant Gen. 
Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. 


National Community Activities Committee: Seated, James Mont- 
gomery and James Thiel, vice chairmen; Ray Price, director; 
Donald Esposito, chairman; Helen Harsh, Ladies Auxiliary direc- 
tor, and Lloyd Lindquist, vice chairman. Not shown, Al Gordon, 
vice chairman. Standing, Chief of Staff Donald A. Nikkel, Inspector 
Gen. James L. Kimery, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chiet Larry W. 
Rivers, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Com- 
mander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. 
Vander Clute, Jr. 


National Buddy Poppy Committee: Seated, John Uram, Barney M. 
Aldridge and Wayne Bryant, vice chairmen; Tom Kissell, adminis- 
trative assistant to Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.; 
Helen Cummings, Ladies Auxiliary director; John J. Senk, Jr., 
National Buddy Poppy director; Carl Zagar, chairman, and T. Wil- 
liam Bossidy, William J. Radigan, Robert C. Jordan, Bobby R. 
Walls and William C. Cox, vice chairmen. Standing, Chief of Staff 
Donald A. Nikkel, Inspector Gen. James L. Kimery, Jr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Sr. Vice Commander-in- 
Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab 
and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. 


Legislative Committee: Seated, Executive Director Cooper T. Holt, 
VFW Washington Office; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl L. 
Stock Jr.; Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab, Jr. Vice Com- 
mander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. 
Vander Clute, Jr. Standing, Gordon Thorson, NLS special assist- 
ant; Vice Chairman Eric Sandstrom, Chairman H.R. Rainwater, 
Legislative Director Erlene Noble, Ladies Auxiliary; Vice Chairmen 
J.P. Cockrill and Paul Wampler, Jr.; Director James Magill, NLS, 
and Assist. Director Dennis Cullinan. Not shown, Vice Chairman 
Alcuin Loehr. 
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National Committee on Life Membership: Seated, Director W. 
Benny Bachand, Assist. QM Gen. James D. Bowden, QM Gen. 
Herbert W. Irwin, James R. Currieo, chairman, and Fred Weigel, Jr., 
Monte D. Hanson, John A. Lutz and Americo DiLoretto, vice 
chairmen. Standing, Inspector Gen. James L. Kimery, Chief of 
Staff Donald A. Nikkel, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Larry W. 
Rivers, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Com- 
mander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. 
Vander Clute, Jr. 


National Security Committee: Seated, Inspector Gen. James L. 
Kimery, Executive Cooper T. Holt, VFW Washington Office; Sr. 
Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Commander-in-Chief 
Norman G. Staab, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, 
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr., and Chief of Staff 
Donald A. Nikkel. Standing, Chairman Leslie M. Fry, Director Ken- 
neth A. Steadman, Director William G. Smith, VFW public affairs; 
Vice Chairman Robert E. Wallace, Edward L. Andrew, administra- 
tive assistant, and Vice Chairmen W.J. Cannon, John S. Staum and 
Morris J. Krouse. 


National Voice of Democracy Committee: Seated, Bob Eliason and 
Elmo Whitmore, vice chairmen; Sharon Reidinger, Ladies Auxiliary 
director; Ed Sewell, chairman; Lawrence LeFebvre, director, and 
Jack Mclsaac and Bernard McClelland, vice chairmen. Standing, 
Chief of Staff Donald A. Nikkel, Inspector Gen. James L. Kimery, 
Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Sr. Vice Com- 
mander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Commander-in-Chief Norman 
G. Staab and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. 


National Safety Committee: George Smith, vice chairman; Evelyn 
Steinle, Ladies Auxiliary director; Glenn Phillips, chairman; Cha- 
ries D. Godke and Richard M. Dawson, vice chairmen. Standing, 
Chief of Staff Donald A. Nikkel, Inspector Gen. James L. Kimery, 
Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Sr. Vice Com- 
mander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Commander-in-Chief Norman 
G. Staab, Director Joe Ross and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander 
Clute, Jr. 


~ 


Civil Service and Employment Committee: Seated, Executive 
Director Cooper T. Holt, VFW Washington Office; Sr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Commander-in-Chief 
Norman G. Staab, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, 
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. Standing, Director 
Frederico Juarbe, Jr., National Veterans Service; Jack Williams, 
NCA member; Vice Chairman Jerry A. Williams, Chairman Nick 
Vannicelli, Vice Chairmen Michael Mason and John M. Carney and 
Robert L. Jones, NVS special assistant for employment. 


National Youth Activities Committee: Seated Ken Johnston and 
Harold Lind, vice chairmen; Sharon Reidinger, Ladies Auxiliary 


director; T.D. Culpepper, chairman; Lawrence LeFebvre, director, | 
and Roy Matheke and F.D. Williamson, vice chairmen. Standing, | 
Inspector Gen. James L. Kimery, Chief of Staff Donald A. Nikkel, | 
Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Rivers, Sr. Vice Com- | 


mander-in-Chief Earl L. Stock, Jr.; Commander-in-Chief Norman 
G. Staab and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. 
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VFW 
MEMBERSHIP 


Continuous Members 


Life Members Reinstated Members New Members 


I. almost halftime and the clock is running. The ball is in your hands — 
accept the challenge, lead the sweep to the goal line. 
The VFW team needs your help. Our goal is to have all members 
pay their 1987 dues by December 31. 
Success is a team effort and to be successful, we must keep every 
member we have plus bring in every eligible veteran. 
We will all be winners as the VFW grows with a stronger, more 
influential organization that’s ready to fight for your benefits. 


IRA’s (Individual Recognition Awards) will be given to 
those who help the VFW score by signing up five (5) 
members in any category — continuous members, new 
members, reinstated members or Life Members. 


Call your Post Quartermaster today for the details. 


Vietnam veteran, a Past Post 

Commander and an Illinois 
Disabled Veterans Outreach Pro- 
gram specialist at the Galesburg 
office of the state’s Department of 
Employment Security is one way to 
describe Michael Wilson. 

Another way is to quote the Cit- 
ation of Recognition awarded him 
by the Department of Illinois: 

“In special recognition and ap- 
preciation for outstanding profes- 
sional service and concern for un- 
employed veterans of our Armed 
Forces seeking employment and 
training opportunities.” 

This award was presented to Wil- 
son during the Illinois Department 
Convention by then Department Com- 
mander Thomas Morgan and Depart- 
ment Employment Officer Walter C. 
Luksta, a Past Department Com- 
mander. 

He also received from the VFW 
National Organization the Special 
Award for Distinguished Service, 
presented by Past Commander-in- 
Chief Billy Ray Cameron. 

Not only has Wilson achieved fame 
for the awards he has received, but 
Luksta noted some of the work he 
has done after hours for veterans. 

For example, he helped a veteran 
install a new roof on his home be- 
cause the veteran could not afford 
to have it done and he did not know 
how to do it himself. In another 
instance, Wilson installed a hot 
water heater for a veteran who 
lacked the money to pay for the 
work. Wilson loaned one veteran his 
truck and paid for the gasoline to 
enable him to drive 150 miles for a 
job and did the same thing for an- 
other veteran to take a clerical test 
in Springfield, 100 miles away. He 
used his own truck to move a veter- 
an out of an apartment because the 
veteran had no money to pay to hire 
a mover. 

“And there are many more stories 
that can be told of our distinguished 
comrade,” Luksta said. 

Thelma Basley, manager of the 
Galesburg office, credits Wilson large- 
ly for tripling veteran hires there 
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Michael Wilson, DVOP specialist in the 
Galesburg, Ill., Job Service Office, 2nd from 
right, holds the VFW award presented to 
him by Past Commander-in-Chief Billy Ray 
Cameron. With them are Illinois Depart- 
ment Employment Officer Walter C. Luksta 
and Illinois Commander, 1985-86, Thomas 
Morgan. 


from 166 in 1982 to 540 in 1985. 

She also attributes to Wilson's 
work the Galesburg office’s achiev- 
ing the highest veterans’ placement 
record of the state’s 55 offices, in- 
creasing disabled veteran job devel- 
opment hires from zero in 1983 to 
16 in 1985 and special disabled 
veteran hires from zero in 1983 to 12 
in 1985. 

Wilson, acharter and Life Member 
of Post 2257, is a Navy veteran of the 
Vietnam War and was awarded the 
Silver Star Medal for heroism in 
twice rescuing under enemy fire 
injured comrades whose vessel had 
been damaged during a combat pa- 
trol on the Mekong River. 

During the Vietnam War, he was 
severely wounded by a direct hit 
from a B-50 rocket in his left arm 
and shoulder. 

Also honored with Citations of 
Recognition were Post 4183, Scott 
Air Force Base, and Post 5040, 
Woodstock, for using the Posts’ 
homes as locations where veterans 
could receive job assistance. 

Employers honored with Awards 
of Merit by Illinois for hiring veter- 
ans were Kay and Associates and 
Koppers Co. 

Citations of Recognition also went 
to Basley, Gerald L. Kessel, Veterans 
Employment Representative in Gales- 
burg and a member of Post 2257, 
and George L. Waugh, Jr., a DVOP 
specialist. 
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Authorized Liquidator 


&, 


High- 
Power Model 
For Adults. 
Educational 
Instrument 


CELESTROIM: 


60mm COMETRON® 
REFRACTOR SCOPE 


Out Of This World Value! Precision, 

high-quality Celestron® Scope was over- 

produced for viewing Halley's Comet. 

Now focus on a great money-saving buy 

at a price that's BELOW dealer cost! 

@ 60mm Aperture, Plus 800mm Focal 
Length. 33” Tube. 

@ Provides Sharp, Bright, High-Contrast 
Images of the Moon, Stars and Planets. 

@ Wide-Angle 6x24 Finderscope for 
Locating Subjects with Ease. 

@ High quality 32x and 80x Eyepiece Incl. 

@ Smooth Rack and Pinion Focusing. 

@ Alt-Azimuth Mount for Fine-Tuning. 

@ Adjustable 4¥2-Ft. Wooden Tripod. 
Central Accessory Tray. Hardware/ 
Instructions Included. 
5-Year Limited Factory Warranty 

on Parts and Labor. 


Mfr. Sug. Retail ..... $300.00 


Item H-1866-7038-144 Ship, hand: $6.00 ea. 


Credit card cus 
24 hours a day. 
7 days a week. 


Toll-Free: 1-800-328-0609 


Sales outside the 48 contiguous states are subject to 
special conditions. Please call or write to inquire. 
a 
SEND TO: Item H-1866 
C.0.M.B. Direct Marketing Corp. 
1405 Xenium Lane N/Minneapolis, MN 55441-4494 
Send___Celestron® Telescope(s) Item H-1866-7038-144 
at $79 each plus $6 each for ship, handling. (Minnesota 
residents add 6% sales tax. Sorry, no C.0.D. orders.) 
O my check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in 
processing orders paid by check.) 
Charge:C] visa® L] MasterCard» C] American Express® 
oe ee 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
Name 
Address 
City 
Ca ee Se 
Phone) 


Sign Here 


As these pictures show, VFW members, 
through their Posts, engage in a wide 
range of activities in their communities 
as they strive to assure that veterans 
will not be forgotten and to enable all 
Americans to gain a deeper appreciation 
of the freedom which veterans defended. 


Special markers are installed at the graves of Revolutionary War dead in 
Woodridge, N.J., by Commander John Lewkowicz, of Post 4410; Commander 
Richard P. Tracz, of DAV Chapter 56, and New Jersey Department Jr. Vice 
Commander George Lisicki 


Pow/mia Recognition Day was marked by Commander Mike Minjack, of Post 
1351, Martinez, Calif., and Auxiliary President Josephyne Branshaw. 


Mayor Warren Schuett, of Wahpeton,N.D., center, 
receives 12 U.S. Flags from Post 4324 to replace 
Flags missing or stolen after a storm last Sep- 
tember. 


Past Department Commander John Payne, of West 
Virginia, presents Ralph Lawson with an award as 
chairman of the Flood Relief Committee of Post 2562, 
Wheaton, Md. The Post raised more than $7,400 to aid 
flood-stricken West Virginians and delivered more 
than $2 million worth of furniture, clothes and other 
items. 


Post 10546, Spotsylvania, Va., represented here by 
dr. Vice Commander Fred Harrell, right, raised more 
than $12,677 for the renovation of the Statue of 
Liberty. The Post's 18-month campaign, highlighted 
by a children’s essay and coloring contest, was 
climaxed with the auction of an 8-foot, 150-pound 
replica of the statue. With Harrell are Bob and Aud- 
rey Ganoe, who bought the statue for $147. 
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Catitornia Americanism Chairman and Commander 
of Post 2323, Granada Hills, Calif., Herb Weaver, 
presents a Flag, pole and standard to John Weit- 
kamp, president of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Joan Williams, the manager. A week earlier he pres- 
ented a Flag to a Gold Star Mother whose Flag had 
been stolen from in front of her home. 


Post 1643, Bend, Ore., chartered in 1929, has at least one new member. She is Barbara Delane, the first woman 
to join the Post and a 72-year-old WAC veteran of service in North Africa and Europe 


Hank and Rita Niezgoda gave each other Life 
Memberships in Post 5047, Navarre, Ohio, as 40th 
wedding anniversary presents. 


This monument to Civil War dead was erected by 
Post 4322, Parsons, W. Va 


Commander of Post 1501, Enfield, Conn., Harvey 
Stanley presents a VFW plaque of appreciation to 
Lawrence Handler, president of Dairy Mart, Inc., for 
placing pictures of POW/MIAs on company milk car- 
tons and urging action to establish a commission to 
investigate the prisoner and missing issue. Right is 
Post QM Arthur LaGrange holding two of the cartons. 
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DEPARTMENT 


P 


September Commanders-of-the-Month 


POST 


DIV. 1 

Post 1114 

Indiana 

Lawrence Montgomery 


DIV. I 

Post 360 

Indiana 

Edward F. Sanders 


DIV. Il DIV. IV 
Post 3962 Post 2743 
Mississippi Ohio 
Edward Trennert Frank M. Borrello John Graham Richard C. Berger 
Illinois California DIV.V DIV. VI 
Post 4667 Post 896 
Virginia West Virginia 
Roy L. Hayes Gary R. Miller 
OV. Vil DIV. Vill 
Post 8510 Post 1642 
Minnesota Minnesota 
Joe Vuicich Richard Buck 
DIV. Il DIV. Ix DIV. x 
James Kurz Newman T. Braaten €.C. Blankinship ree ea 
Wisconsin aL eIDs se Robert Dutton Richard L. Connors 
DIV. XI DIV. XII 
Post 410 Post 10370 
West Virginia Alabama 
John Reed, Jr. Bobby C. King 
DIV. XIII DIV. XIV 
Post 1539 Post 9292 
t < | 4 Minnesota Virginia 
DIV. VI DIV. Vil DIV. Vill Robert W. Johnson Claude M. Shifflett 
Jimmy Gibson Darrell D. Elliott John L. Stehli 
West Virginia Colorado Maine DIV. XV DIV. XVI 
Post 2000 Post 6111 
New York Texas 
Lucio Munar Alvin L. Goerdel 
DIV. XVII DIV. XVIII 
Post 10427 Post 4976 
Texas Mississippi 
Joseph C. Schumaker Billy Palmer 
DIV. XIX DIV. XX 
DIV. IX DIV. X DIV. XI Post 8800 Post 1319 
John Mergenthal Donald E. Wiggin J. Thomas Burch Texas Oklahoma 
Wyoming Nevada D.C. C.E. Gathright, Sr. James Schutte 
DISTRICT 
DIV.1 DIV. Il DIV. Il DIV.IV DIV. V 
District 8 District 4 District 6 District 18 District 13 
Indiana California Kansas Illinois Mississippi 
Paul Roseberry Glen Dionigi Robert Hulse John Harrell Roy Colston 
DIV. VI DIV. Vil DIV. Vill DIV. Ix DIV. X 
District 18 District 2 District 8 District 10 District 15 
California Maryland Mississippi West Virginia Colorado 
Ken Barton Francis Gill C.B. Edwards Ralph M. Baber Bill Schumacher 
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Posts of 1,000 Members or More 


Recorded as of October 1, 1986 


Post 1986-87 
Place No. Location Membership 
1 1114 Evansville, IN. . 18 1989 Indiana, PA, 
2 628 Sioux Falls, SD 19 1275 Lima,OH.. 
3 360 Mishawaka, IN. . 20 49 Mobile, AL . ° 
4 3579 Park Ridge, IL .. 21 > «+401 + =Albuquerque,NM . 
5 5555 Richfield, MN. 22 379 Yakima,WA.. 
6 1308 Alton,l ..... 23 969 Tacoma, WA 
7 _ 47 Uniontown, PA. . 24 «(367 = Joliet, IL. . 
8 6506 Rosedale,MD... 25 4372 Odessa, TX . 
9 3962 Corinth,MS ... 26 249 Butler,PA . 
10 2539 Gulfport, MS... 27 «©1079 Elyria,OH . 
11 1146 St. Clair Shores, MI. 28 2100 Everett, WA . 
12 131° Lincoln,NE.... 29 9619 Morningside, MD. . 
13 1064 Huntington, WV . 30 6704 Mechanicsburg, PA 
14 1273 Rapid City,SD . . 30 6975 Bristol, VA . 
15 1599 Chambersburg, PA 32 6251 Cheektowaga, 
15 2290 Manville,NJ... 33 «2199 Joliet. IL .. 
17 1296 Bloomington, MN 34 6240 Russell, KS... 


Order of Parade 


Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals received at 
National Headquarters through September 30, 1986. 


NATIONAL AVERAGE — 60.93% 


1 MARYLAND . 
2 Wisconsin 
3 California 
4 = West Virginia . 
5 Minnesota. . 
6 Kansas . 
7 

8 

9 


Michigan 
Indiana. 
Wyoming 
Maine. . 
11 Nebraska»... 
12 South Dakota . . 


13_—illinois. 2. 
14 ~~ Colorado 
15 Arizona 


16 Ohio... 
17 New Jersey 
18 = Virginia , 


19 Washington... 
20 Connecticut... 
21 District of Columbia . 
22 = -Rhodelsiand . . 
23) lowa. wee eae 
24 New Hampshire . 
25 = North Dakota . 
26 = =©Montana, 
27 ‘Hawaii. . 


Louisiana . . 
Panama Canal 
Vermont... 
New Mexico. 
Oregon ... 
Mississippi . 
Missouri. . . 
Texas .... 
Florida . 
New York .. 
Nevada... 
Oklahoma . . 
Delaware .. 
Massachusetts 
Pacific Area . 
Idaho... 
Pennsylvania 
Arkansas .. 
North Carolina. 
Georgia ... 
Kentucky . . 
Tennessee... . 
Alabama .. 
Utah. .... 
South Carolina . 
Alaska . 

Europe 


35 573 Clarksburg,WV ..... eee ee 
36 549 Tucson, AZ. . 
37 2503 Omaha, NE. . 
38 1621 Janesville, WI... 
39 8541 San Antonio, TX . . 
40 4087 Davison,Ml .... 
41 1810 Brentwood, PA... 
42 447 AlbertLea,MN... 
43 6874 LemonGrove,CA . 
44 6640 Metairie, LA 

45 1650 Topeka, KS. 

45 7330 Oakville, CT 

47 5632 St. Louis Park, 

48 1865 Kenosha,Wi.. 
49 2529 Sandusky, OH 


“Ask A Buddy” 
Membership 
Campaign Winners 


Grand prize winner: Percy R. Rule, Post 5199, Ocean- 
side, N.Y.; second prize winners (2): Walter A. Dryke, 
Post 4760, Sequim, Wash., and Arthur E. Gunderson, 
Post 1087, Great Falls, Mont.; third prize winners (3): 
Vernal M. Babcock, Post 2973, Suffern, N.Y.; Harold C. 
McCarthy, Post 2373, Clearwater, Fla., and William 
Zipf, Post 162, Northvale, N.J.; fourth prize winners 
(5): Curtis B. Zechman, Post 6558, Womelsdorf, Pa.; 
David Cutright, Post 3663, Buckhannon, W.Va.; George 
Musiel, Post 4493, Candler, Fla.; Derald L. Hanson, 
Post 588, Concordia, Kans., and J. Miller McGahey, 
Post 8468, Broken Arrow, Okla. 


Marty 


You WANT ME TO TELEPHONE 
VEW MEMBERS TO REMIND 
THEM THEIR MEMBE 


(M AMAZED THAT FOR 
SOMETHING AS IMPORTANT 
AS THAT, MEMBERS CAN'T 
REMEMBER TO PAY THEIR 
OWN DUES. 


HELLO? UH... OKAY... 
= THANK 00... BYE ! 


ANOTHER VFW MEMBER 
REMINDING ME MY 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 


HAVE You RENEWED YOUR VFW MEMBERSH/P? 
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es 6M EM BOE OR S Hit P 


Po 10176 in Columbia, Md., 
proves that you do not have to 
be big or old to carry out successful 
programs. 

Just starting its third year and 
with about 50 members, the Post 
early established as its principal 
project the promotion of public 
awareness of POW/MIAs in South- 
east Asia, and it continues to pursue 
that goal as its major program. This 
past year its success has been enor- 
mous. 

In July, 1986, at the request of 
Edna Hicks, Maryland state coordi- 
nator for the. National League of 


AS A 


Families of Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia and the mother ofa 
MIA, Past Post Commander 
Thomas H. Hartman and other Post 
members joined with veterans from 
the Baltimore area to form the Mary- 
land Veterans POW/MIA Committee. 

On the recommendation of Post 
Commander Donald E. Coy, the Post 
became a sponsor of the committee, 
and Hartman became its vice chair- 
man. Committee chairman is James 
Roman, of VFW Post 5244 in Balti- 
more. As part of the committee, the 
Post scheduled several POW/MIA 
events to highlight National POW/- 


Surrounded by Marine reservists, Amy Kassakatis, James A. Cowan and Karen E. O’Brien finish the five-mile 
POW/MIA Race for Freedom in Baltimore. Cowan is a double amputee and a Vietnam veteran. 


New Post Promotes POW/MIA Cause 


MIA Recognition Week, Sept. 14 to 
19. 

First, Post 10176 obtained a proc- 
lamation from Howard County Ex- 
ecutive William E. Eakle setting the 
period aside for the observance and 
declaring Sept. 19 as Howard County 
POW/MIA Recognition Day. 

Past Commander Hartman, Com- 
mander Coy, County Executive 
Eakle and some 50 other veterans 
employed by Howard County raised 
the U.S. Flag and the POW/MIA flag 
over the county offices in Ellicott 
City, Md., on Sept.. 15. Post 10176- 
provided the POW/MIA banner for 
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the occasion. It flew for the entire 
week. 

Hai Nguyen, a former officer in the 
Republic of Vietnam Army and now 
Howard County employee, attended 
the ceremony in full Vietnamese 
uniform and thanked dozens of the 
American veterans for their contri- 
bution and sacrifices for Vietnam. 
Nguyen still fit easily into his 10-year 
old uniform. 

The opening ceremony at the Bal- 
timore Orioles game at Memorial 
Stadium in Baltimore with the Seat- 
tle Mariners on Sept. 5 was con- 
ducted by Roman, Hartman and 
Hartman’s son Tim, 7. More than 
32,000 fans watched as the three 
released 38 balloons, one by Tim for 
all American POWs and MIAs and 
37 by Roman and Hartman for the 
37 Marylanders still unaccounted 
for in Southeast Asia. 

The stadium announcer explain- 
ed the symbolism of the release, as 
the giant Diamondvision screen 
showed close up shots of the partic- 
ipants. The local sports cable sta- 
tion carried the ceremony live, so 
tens of thousands of other fans were 
made aware of the POW/MIA issue. 

The largest parade in Maryland, 
the “I Am an American Day Parade,” 
on Sept. 7, featured the committee's 
float, a symbolic bamboo prisoner 
cage ona flatbed truck furnished by 
the 4th Engineering Battalion of the 
U.S Marine Corps Reserve. 

Thirty-seven balloons were re- 
leased from the reviewing stand for 
the missing Marylanders. Hartman 
and Roman, along with veterans 
from several VFW and American 
Legion Posts, marched with the 
float, passing out literature on POWs 
and MIAs to the crowd. 

Columbia is a planned 10-year- 
old development, and annually, one 
of the city’s villages, Long Reach, 
holds a country fair in which for 
three years the Post and its Auxil- 
iary have participated with a POW/- 
MIA information center, member- 
ship recruiting, Buddy Poppy sales 
and fundraisers. 

This year, the Post passed out 


James B. Roman, of Post 5244; Thomas H. Hartman, of Post 10176, and Tim Hartman, 7, 
prepare to release 38 balloons, one for all American POWs and MIAs, and 37 for 
Marylanders missing in Southeast Asia during opening ceremonies of the Orioles-Mariners 
game, Sept. 5, at Baltimore's Memorial Stadium. 


thousands of items on POW/MIAs 
as well as materials on child safety, 
drug abuse and community serv- 
ices. It collected hundreds of signa- 
tures on petitions asking Vietnam to 
release prisoners and provide in- 
formation on the missing. An esti- 
mated 10,000 persons passed by the 
Post booth and saw the prominently 
displayed POW/MIA flag. 

To kick off National POW/MIA 
Recognition Week, the Post and the 
committee held the POW/MIA Race 
for Freedom on Sept. 14 in Balti- 
more from historic Federal Hill 
through Fort McHenry, back to Fed- 
eral Hill, the proposed site for the 
Maryland Vietnam Veterans Memo- 
rial. 

The release of 37 balloons started 
the race that drew 100 entrants. 

James A. Cowan, a double ampu- 
tee veteran, ran the 5-mile course on 
his artificial legs and finished on the 
arms of an 11-year-old Baltimore 
girl, Amy Kassakatis, and a woman 
Marine from the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Karen E. O’Brien. 

After finishing the race in forma- 
tion, a group of Marines who ran in 
the race joined Cowan for the final 
mile and encouraged him by count- 
ing cadence. Cowan had flown in 
from Dallas, Texas, to take part. All 
the race’s net proceeds were donat- 
ed to the National League of 
Families. 

Of course, Post 10176 was not the 
only Post carrying out POW/MIA 


recognition activities. Howard Coun- 
ty’s oldest and largest, Post 7472 in 
Ellicott City, held its program on 
Sept. 18. When the state POW/MIA 
Committee chairman was unavoid- 
ably detained, Hartman filled in at 
the last moment. He described the 
events of the previous week. Key- 
note speaker for Post 7472, Edna 
Hicks, reviewed the latest U.S. and 
Vietnamese government actions on 
providing information on the 2,434 
missing in Southeast Asia. 

On Sept. 19, National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day, Post 10176 co- 
sponsored a ceremony at the War 
Memorial Plaza in Baltimore. Balti- 
more Mayor William Donald Schae- 
fer’s proclamation of the occasion 
was read by his representative, Parks 
Director Chris Delaport. Maryland 
VFW Department Commander New- 
man T. Braaten, Edna Hicks and 
Cowan spoke. At the end of the pro- 
gram 37 balloons were released. 

It was a week full of satisfaction 
and reward. As Past Post Command- 
er Hartman said, “When we talk to 
veterans’ groups about Americans 
held in captivity, we are preaching 
to the choir. 

“Our message must be taken to 
the public, to make it aware that 
Americans are still being held hos- 
tage. It is public awareness and 
pressure that will cause the human- 
itarian release of persons and 
information.” a 
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jusTS 495 EACH 


ROTATING 
CLIP FOR 
SLING 


The first choice of 


INGRAM M11 Special Forces, S.W.AT. 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC Teams and Police. With 
this realistic action 
REMOVABLE ‘model you can fire the 
MAGAZINE pellets as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. 


‘THE LASER 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


Rapid firing model 
of the weapon 

of the future. 
Comes with 8-shot 
magazine anc 
detachable telescope 
style sight 


“COMPETITION CLASSIC” 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

TARGET PISTOL 

Fullsize version of the world famous target 


pistol can fire all 50 pellets as fast as you can 
pull the trigger 


‘SNUB- 
NOSED 

REVOLVER 
This accurate target 
pistol looks and 

feels like the famous 
‘snub nosed revolver 
in use by most detectives, The cylinder 
‘Swings out to take eight pellets 


MAGNUM 44 
MODEL-180 
This model handgun 
fires pellets as 

fast as you can 

pull the trigger 

Load all 59 pellets 
and fire away. 


COLT “LONG RIFLE” 
TARBET PISTOL 

This full-size model of the COLT 
target pistol fires all 50 pellets as 
fast as you can pull the trigger. 


‘machine pistol sprays 
pellets into the target as fast 
‘as you can pull the trigger. Comes with 
side mounted, detachable. ten round clip 


MAGNUM" REVOLVER 
Exdra long target barrel and 
he-man grips combine to give 
‘unusual accuracy. The realistic 
cylinder reloads quickly with 


“oel’s PELLET FIRING! 
TARGET PISTOLS! FREE: 
TARGETS AND 50 REUSABLE PELLETS 


YES, please rush me the 100% super tough plastic pellet-iring 

target weapon(s) I've checked below. Also include my FREE targets 

and 50 harmless reuseable plastic pellets with each weapon. I'm 

enclosing $4.95 plus 95¢ for postage and handiing for each target 

weapon I'm ordering. If I'm not completely satisfied you'll retund my 

money right away. (1 SEMI-AUTOMATIC MACHINE 
PISTOL 


COINGRAM 11 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC ] “TARGET MAGNUM’ 
1] MAGNUM 180 REVOLVER 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
] SNUB-NOSED REVOLVER 
[OUASER SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


COLT LONG RIFLE 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


© “COMPETITION CLASSIC 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC TARGET 


Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 
NO PERMIT REQUIRED. MICH. RES.ADO SALES TAX 


GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 270AN79 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


BENEFITS 


New Medicare Supplement Insurance 
Economy Plan Now Available 


he VFW Insurance Department 

announces a brand new econ- 
omy version of its original VFW- 
sponsored Medicare Supplement In- 
surance Plan. 

That’s good news for Medicare- 
eligible members whose needs have 
not been met by the VFW Insurance 
Department’s original Comprehen- 
sive Plan. 

Now the choice is yours, and that 
means VFW-Sponsored Medicare 
Supplement Insurance is now with- 
in reach of all Medicare-eligible 
members. 


Why Medicare Supplement 
Insurance? 


ood as it is, Medicare can leave 
many bills unpaid. To pay those 
bills, you may have to dig deep into 
your own pockets. First, you will pay 
the Part A deductible. As of this 


writing, the government-proposed 
deductible for 1987 is $572, up from 
a mere $40 when Medicare was first 
introduced. Then there are co- 
payments, and eventually, more de- 
ductibles. Finally, your benefits end. 

That is why there are VFW-Spon- 
sored Medicare Supplement Insu- 


‘rance Plans. To take up where Medi- 


care leaves off. 

Soon you will receive information 
on both the new Economy Plan and 
the original VFW-Sponsored Com- 
prehensive Medicare Supplement 
Plan for 1987. Be on the lookout for 
it. 

To get information right away, 
call the VFW Insurance Department 
toll-free 1-800-821-2606. In Missouri, 
call toll-free 1-800-237-1765. In Kan- 
sas City, Mo., and its environs, call 
561-2338, between 8:30 a.m. and 4 
p.m., Central Time, any business 
day. a 


‘FOOTPRINTS’ MUSICAL PLAQUE 


PLAYS AMAZING GRACE 


An inspiring and unusual presentation of the faith 
inspiring ‘Footprints’ Poem. It's a touching and 
unforgettable message of God's love for us! Wind 
up movement plays “Amazing Grace”. Fascinating, 
mysterious action . . . as the music plays a lone 
white gull soars and dips across the surface! 
Plaque is free standing (easel back) and measures 
7” tall. A fine gift for all seasons! 

No. 4083—Footprints Musical 


Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT. 567-R 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 
Include $1.95 Postage & Handling. 


Start 


THERE IS 
MONEY 
TO BE MADE 
SELLING 


rning extra cash instantly . 
of cushion comfort Knapp shoes for yourself from the largest direct selling shoe company 
in the entire country. Over 20,000 sales people like yourself are making money every day 
selling from our full color catalog featuring over 250 attractive styles for men and women 
including dress, casual, work, safety and outdoors. Knapp will send you a complete 

FREE SELLING KIT, including everything you need to get started earning extra money 
immediately. There is no risk when you sell Knapp shoes. We support our sales people 
with free training and back our shoes with an unconditional money back guarantee. 

No cost! No Obligation! 


plus receive a 30% discount on a pair 


Send coupon today!! 


Thomas McCaffrey, KNAPP SHOES, One Knapp Centre 
Dept. 5869, Brockton, MA 02401 


Name 
Address 
City 


State —_.Zip 


KNAPP srecica works in knapp shoes 


1 


NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States 


1986-87 Series 


General Orders No. 2 


The following appointments are hereby announced: NA- 
TIONAL DEPUTY CHIEFS OF STAFF: George J. Tamraz, 
Post 10167, Holiday, Fla; Antonio Di Sante, Post 4412, 
Hudson, Fla; Lewie B. Cooper, Post 1174, El Dorado, 
Kans; John D. Crawford, Jr., Post 6640, Metairie, La.; 
James Westbrook, Post 3784, Baton Rouge, La.; Bill 
Cluck, Post 2280, Bellevue, Neb; Ear! R. Ellis, Post 1384, 
Long Beach, N.Y; Tom J. Harkins, Post 6511, Staten 
Island, N.Y.; Fred Dugan, Post 6292, Stamford, N.Y; Bud 
Frey, Post 5538, Boonville, N.Y.; John J. Decker, Post 
1975, Auburn, N.Y. Robert A. Seagrave, Post 2940, W. 
Seneca, N.Y, Wilbur Gray, Post 1602, Batavia, N.Y.; Lav. 
ern Lippert, Post 947, Clyde, N.Y.; Frank Neel, Post 5263, 
Fort Sill, Okla., and Clarence Carsner, Post 1273, Rapid 
City, S.D. ASSISTANT INSPECTORS GENERAL: Cedric I. 
Gould, Post 2563, Yuba City, Calif; H. Glenn McDaniel, 
Post 5985, Yuba City, Calif; Roland J, Baillargeon, Post 
8093, DeBary, Fla; D.W. Ranker, Post 6485, Ellsworth, 
Kans, Joseph Dandry, Post 7307, Marrero, La.; Kenneth 
R. Campbell, Post 2280, Bellevue, Neb, M.W. Welliver, 
Post 288, Akron, Ohio; R.F, Sadler, Post 4878, Rolling 
Hills, Okla., and James Haug, Post 915, Elk Point, S.D. 
NATIONAL AIDES-DE-CAMP, MEDAL OF HONOR 
CLASS; Drew Dix, Sr., Post 9785, Eagle River, Alaska; 
James L. Bondsteel, Post 9785, Eagle River, Alaska; Nick 
D. Bacon, Post 2135, Glendale, Ariz; William Badders, 
Post 1928, Concord, Calif; Louis M. Van Iersel, Post 
3208, Sierra Madre, Calif; Carlton W. Barrett, Member. 

at-Large, Calif; William J. Crawford, Post 4051, Colo: 

rado Springs, Colo,; Harvey C. Barnum, Jr., Post 10052, 
Cheshire, Conn,; William J, Johnston, Post 6990, Col- 
chester, Cont lohn L. Levitow, Post 9929, West Hart 

ford, Conn, James P, Connor, Post 2863, Richardson 
Park, Del,; William R. Charlette, Post 2420, Lake Wales, 
Fla, R. Mike Clausen, Jr., Post 4833, Milton, Fla; Gary L. 
Littrell, Post 101479, Mary Esther, Fla; George E. Day, 
Post 7674, Ft. Walton Beach, Fla; James R. Hendrix, 
Post 8120, Ponciona, Fla; Bernard R. Fisher, Post 10444, 
Boise, Idaho; Clyde L. Choate, Post 3455, Anna, I 
Russell D, Dunham, Post 1308, Alton, Ill; Robert H. 
Dunlap, Post 2301, Monmouth, Ill; Harold A. Garman, 
Post 8222, Albion, Ill; Sammy L. Davis, Post 2244, Law: 
renceville, IIL; Allen J. Lynch, Post 4308, Lake Villa, Ill; 
Ralph G. Neppel, Post 2581, lowa City, lowa; Carl H. 
Dodd, Post 3167, Williamsburg, Ky.; Brian M. Thacker, 
Member-at-Large; Charles A. MacGillivery, Post 
Boston, Mass,; Matt Urban, Post 2144, Holland, Mich,; 
Donald E. Rudolph, Post 159, Minneapolis, Minn.; Mike 
Colalillo, Post 6320, Duluth, Minn.; Richard K. Sorenson, 
Post 3877, St. Paul, Minn.; Francis X. Burke, Post 132, 
Jersey City, N.J.; Stephen Gregg, Post 226, Bayonne, N.J.; 
Nicholas Oresko, Post 535, Tenafly, N.J.; Freeman V. 
Horner, Post 599, New Egypt, N.J.; John D. Bulkeley, Post 
6701, Washington, N.Y.; Frank Currey, Post 6776, Albany, 
N.Y; Desmond T. Doss, Post 891, Ashville, N.C; Rufus G. 
Herring, Post 8498, Roseboro, N.C.; Rodolfo P. Hernan- 
dez, Post 670, Fayetteville, N.C.; Roy P. Benavidez, Post 
1081, Wooster, Ohio; Ronald E. Rosser, Post 3297, Dela- 
ware, Ohio; John R. Crews, Post 9265, Oklahoma City, 
Okla.; Stanley T. Adams, Post 7847, Halfway, Ore.; 
Richard A. Pittman, Post 10269, Ryukyu Islands, Pacific 
Areas; David C. Dolby, Post 1564, Phoenixville, Pa; 
Alton Knappenberger, Post 5954, Red Hill, Pa.; Walter J 
Marm, Post 927, Washington, Pa.; Gino J. Merli, Post 
6082, Peckville, Pa; Lucian Adams, Post 8541, San 
Antonio, Texas; Cleto L. Rodriguez, Post 9186, 
Antonio, Texas; Finnis D. McCleery, Post 1815, San 
Angleo, Texas; David H. McNerney, Post 9187, Houston, 
Texas; James M. Logan, Post 6524, Kilgore, Texas; Cha- 
rles C. Hagemeister, Post 8577, Copperas Cove, Texas; 
George E. Wahlen, Post 1481, Ogden, Utah; John D. 
Hawk, Post 3694, Bremerton, Wash,; Jessie Ray Drowley, 
Post 1474, Spokane, Wash.; Hershel W. Williams, Post 
7048, East Fairmont, W.Va. and Stanley Bender, Post 
1064, Huntington, W. Va. 


. Attention is called to the return of organization exempt 


income tax Form 990. An annual return on Form 990 is 
required of each Post exempt from tax under Section 
501 (c) of the Code. If gross receipts are $25,000 or less 


GENERAL 


the Internal Revenue Service asks that only the heading 
on page 1 be completed, being sure to check Box B, and 
send it to the service center in your area. 


Gross receipts include income from all sources, includ- 
ing membership dues, liquor or restaurant receipts, etc. 
In some cases some of this may be “unrelated business 
income,” in which case filing of Form 990-T may be 
required. 


This return must be filed on or before the 15th day of 
the fifth month after the end of the Department's 
accounting period. Requests for extension of time to file 
may be made by submitting Form 2758, Application for 
Extension of Time to File. 


Ifa Post fails to file the return on or before the due date, 
or the extended due date, a penalty of $10 for each day 
the return is late (not to exceed $5,000) is imposed, 
unless it can be shown that the failure was due to 
reasonable cause. 


All units are alerted to what has been reported as an 
on-going operation of IRS District Offices in conducting 
unannounced investigations and/or surveillance of 
Posts to determine if non-members are being served or 
using VFW facilities 

Attention is called to the fact that the VFW National 
By-Laws provide for only one type of membership, that 
is active membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
There are no provisions in the National By-Laws nor is 
there any authority or justification for issuance of Club 
Membership cards, Associate Member cards, Honorary 
Membership cards, Courtesy Membership cards or 
other special type of cards. Any Post issuing such 


continued on page 44 
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Authorized 


VALOR 
sea 
COUNTRY 


RECOGNITION OF VALOR. 
CUSTOMIZED COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE 


“ ” 
IT TELLS THE STORY 
11”x 12” Plaque with wainut frame protected 
with easy-cleaning plexiglas. 
(Engraving Included) 


MAKES A GREAT GIFT FOR ANY OCCASION 
$79.95 


Specify insignia desired and placement on 
plaque. Include name, rank, outfit, where 
stationed, name of unit, when “In Country” 
(or service dates) for engraving. 
Check] MOC] VISAL) 
MASTERCARD: AMERICAN EXPRESS ["] 


CARD NO. 


EXP. DATE 
SIGNATURE 
Plaque Only _—_With Insignia __ 
(Without Insignia) 39.95 __79.95 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE ZIP 
Send 39.95 or 79.95 plus 2.50 postage and handling to. 


VALOR PLAQUES 
19126 Magnolia Street, Ste. 203B 
Huntington Beach, CA 92646 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. CA residents include 6% tax. All 
orders subject to availability of insignia and supplies. 
5% of gross sales will be donated to the 
National League of Families of American Prisoners 
‘and Missing in Southeast Asia 


FAMOUS BRAND QUARTZ WATCHES 


Ultra-Fashionable Time Keepers! 

Due to an inventory adjustment, you 

can save on these striking DuFonte® 

watches by famous designer Lucien 

Piccard. 

© Battery Powered Quartz Movement. 

@ Sweep Second Hand. Minute 
Markings. 

® Goldtone Face, Hands, Hour 
Markings. 

@ Date Window. Adjustable Metal 
Band. 


One-Year Limited Warranty. 


Mfr.List....... $199.95 


vawe 949 


Men's: Item H-1687-7013-360 S/H: $3.00 ea. 
‘Women's: Item H-1687-7013-352 S/H: $3.00 ea. 


Toll-Free: 1-800-328-0609 


SEND TO: Item H-1687 

C.O.M.B. Direct Marketing Corp. 

1405 Xenium Lane N/Minneapolis, MN 55441-4494 

Send the following Dufonte Watch(es) at $49 each plus $3 

each for ship, handling. (Minnesota residents add 6% sales 

tax. Sorry, no C.0.D. orders.) 

Send__Men's Item H-1687-7013-360 

Send___Women’s Item H-1687-7013-352 

0 My check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in 
processing orders paid by check.) 

Charge: VISA® OMasterCard. CAmerican Express® 

Acct. No. Exp. 


Credit Card customers can order 
by phone, 24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week. 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Phone —(_} 


Sign Here 


zip. 


Sales outside the 48 contiguous states are subject to 
special conditions. Please call or write to inquire. 


AMPUTEES 
WHO WEAR 


SUPER SOCK 


HAVE 
CAREFREE DAYS 


SUPER SOCKS “Bloom” with use 
and get softer and fluffier with each 
machine wash/dry. 


Prosthetic 100% 
Socks Fine 
Since 1923 Virgin 
Made in U.S.A. Wool 


“SUPER SOCKS” ARE AVAILABLE ONLY 
THROUGH PROSTHETISTS NATIONWIDE 
Ask your prosthetist for your brochure 
or contact: 


Nie: SRE 


P.O. BOX 208 * KANSAS CITY, MO 64141 


800-821-3094 
In Missouri 800-892-7180 
In Canada 800-626-6069 


. Alloffice 


GE SE Ry AL 


unauthorized cards, or conducting club operations 
open to the general public, endangers its standing with 
the Internal Revenue Service as a non-profit organiza- 
tion. Officers signing outlaw cards admitting non- 
members to VFW premises are subject to disciplinary 
action. National and Department officers cannot defend 
practices that conflict with VFW By-Laws or Procedure. 


. All VFW Posts should take the necessary steps to incor- 


porate under the laws of the state in which the Post is 
located. Financial responsibility laws, as interpreted by 
the courts, can be dangerous to the financial well-being 
of members of unincorporated Posts. Post officers and 
members’ personal assets be garnisheed to satisfy a 
judgment against the Post. Incorporating under the 
provisions of Manual of Procedure Article 708, and the 
laws of the state, will release members from individual 
finanical responsibility and only the assets of the Post 
are then available to satisfy a judgment. Posts are urged 
to contact their Department Adjutant to obtain the 
proper forms for incorporating. The Articles of Incor 

poration must be reviewed by the Commander-in-Chief 
prior to forwarding them to the proper state authori. 

ties. 

The attention of Post Commanders, County Council 
and District Commanders, and Inspecting Officers is 
directed to Section 703, Manual of Procedure, Bonds. 
Each accountable officer of this organization shall be 
bonded with an indemnity company as surety in sum at 
least equal to the amount of the liquid assets for which 
he may be accountable. Liquid assets are defined as 
cash on hand or in the bank and other negotiable 
instruments readily convertible into cash. 

s should obtain current copies of the National 
By-Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual. Copies of the 
1987 revised edition of the Constitution, By-Laws, Man 

ual of Procedure and Ritual are available through the 


AUTHENTIC REPLICA 


U.S. LIBERTY EAGLE 
GOLD PIECE WATCH 


Imagine, crafty watchmakers actually fit a precision, micro-thin 


movement within each antiqued replica of the famous 


PIECE. Gentlemen — this is a luxury timepiece! Each replica, 
coin is real mint quality finished. This dazzling watch will keep 
dependable, split-second time you can depend on. Another thing 
Gold Piece Watch will always make 
No one could ever guess that a mere 
$19.95 bought you this executive timepiece — we'll never tell 
how little you paid! Popular Golden Mesh band is included and 
is fully adjustable for custom fit. You've seen similar looking 
. many times more. 


you can count on — the 
a good impression. 


watches in stores going for 30... 40.. 
No. 5638— Gold Piece Watch 


WEATHER 


b AND EVE! 


Hand Assembled 
Hand Decorated 
Hand Painted 


SUPER DELUXE Weather House. 
features, it is much larger in size. 


items ordered on 30 DAY TRIAL complete satisfaction GUARANTEED or my money back promptly (except 
My payment is enclosed including 1.95 for postage & handling. (Sorry! No C.0.D.} 


postage & handling). 
Customers MUST add Sales Tax. 


FOSTER-TRENT INC., 2345 POST ROAD, DEPT. 567-PF, LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 


This original Weather House is an authentic miniature 
of the tidy cottages that dot the Black Forest hillsides. 
EVERY MORN !n it live grumpy old Herr Hans and his flaxen haired 
daughter, Brunhild. When papa Hans strides out with 
his dimunitive umbrella, watch out for rain or snow! 
But when Brunhild goes for a stroll, be of good cheer 
for clear, dry weather and sunny skies are ahead! 
Their movements are controlled by an ingenious, yet 
simple mechanism based on the principle of Hygro- 
metrics. 
quaint Weather Houses to help foretell weather condi- 
tions in their own local 
Each Weather House is meticulously hand-made with 
methodical German Precision — every one fashioned 
with the rich sepia woods and quality materials of the 
Black Forest. 


No. 4866—Weather House 


I 
[ARBHARR AAA 


GOLD 


People everywhere in the world use these 


es, 


6.95 
for $16.65 
With all of the above 
A standout in 
home decor. No. 4848—Super DeLuxe House 12.95 


SPECIAL: Two for only $11.77, Thre 


ORDERS 
continued from page 43 


VFW Emblem and Supply Department, National Head- 
quarters. The 1987 revised edition reflects the amend- 
ments adopted by the 87th National Convention which 
became effective on Sept. 22, 1986. 


7. All Commanders are reminded that Section 709, Man- 


ual of Procedure, Control of Units, requires that any 
activity, unit or club sponsored, conducted or operated 
by a Post, County Council, District or Department shall 
be at all times under the direct control of the Post, 
County Council, District or Department as appropriate. 
All Commanders should ensure that all provisions of 
Section 709 are enforced. 


8. The attention of Department, District, County Council 


and Post Commanders is directed to Section 103, Man- 
ual of Procedure which prescribes the manner in which 
application for membership will be handled. Applica- 
tions for membership of new, reinstating or transfer 
members must be voted on by the members present at a 
regular Post meeting. No Post, County Council, District, 
Department or National Officer, or any other member, 
has authority to reject the application of a person who 
is eligible for membership. 


9. The attention of Post Commanders and Quartermas- 


ters is directed to Section 218, Manual of Procedure, 
Duties of Quartermaster which provides for the Dues 
Reserve Fund. The Post Quartermaster is required to 
maintain a dues reserve fund to which shall be credited 
not less than one-half of the Post's part of the current 
year’s dues paid by each member prior to July 1. 
Included therein shall be not less than one-half of the 
per capita tax refunded annually to Posts for Life 
Members, as set forth in Section 111, Manual of 
Procedure, 
The attention of all units is called to Section 1101 of the 
By-Laws and Manual of Procedure which provides for 
the formation and control of the Ladies Auxiliary. This 
Section provides that each unit of the Auxiliary shall be 
under the control of the corresponding unit of the Vete- 
rans of Foreign Wars but shall be permitted to function 
in accordance with the National Ritual, By-Laws and 
Rules and Regulations of the Ladies Auxiliary. 
In additon to provisions of Auxiliary By-Laws, solicita- 
tion of funds or donations by auxiliary units including 
contracts with fund-raising organizations for greeting 
card, calendar and /or label programs shall be subject 
to approval and ratification by the governing body of 
the corresponding unit of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
11. The locations of the following Posts have been changed: 
Post 4450, Newport, Minn., to Newport-St. Paul Park, 
Minn.; Post 8800, Canyon Lake, Texas, to Startzville, 
Texas, and Post 9881, Candor, N.C., to Biscoe, N.C. 
12. Correction of the locations of the following Posts have 
been made: Post 7999, Sumerfield, N.C., to North West. 
Guilford, N.C., and Post 8894, Edgewater-Oak Hill, Fla, 
to Oak Hill, Fla. 
Certificates of charters evidencing consolidation have 
been issued to the following Posts: Posts 2134 and 2651 
consolidated as Post 2134, Los Angeles, Calif.; Posts 819 
and 7533 consolidated as Post 819, San Leandro, Cali 
and Posts 266 and 6921 consolidated as Post 266, And- 
erson, Ind. 
Charters for the following Posts have been authorized: 
Post 1999, Sacramento, Calif; Post 6004, Crystal Lake, 
Ill; Post 7000, Tinker AFB, Okla.; Post 7038, Wilmot, 
Ark,; Post 7072, Ruidoso, N.M.; Post 7074, Freeburg, IIL; 
Post 7120, Helena, Mont.; Post 7122, Chicago, IIL; Post 
7131, Pittsville, Wis.; Post 7145, Mt. Zion, IIL; Post 7146, 
Lampe, Mo.; Post 7147, Cuba, Mo; Post 7162, Inola, 
Okla.; Post 7180, Owasso, Okla.; Post 7182, Oklahoma 
City, Okla; Post 7183, New Madrid, Mo.; Post 7184, 
Knoxville, Tenn; Post 7187, East Ridge, Ten: 
7189, Decatur, Tenn.; Post 7199, Bartlett, Tenn. 
7214, Strafford, Mo.; Post 7236, Noel, Mo. Post 7406, 
Bexley, Ohio; Post 7437, Washington, Kans.; Post 8091, 
Denver City, Texas, and Post 8117, Riviera, Texas, 


By Command of 
NORMAN G. STAAB 
Commander-in-Chief 


OFFICIAL: 
Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. . 
Adjutant General 
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| SEE eS ee 
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assistance requests to VFW Magazi 
W. 34 St., Kansas City MO 64111. 


GE AIR FORCE 

Sth AF, 18th Fighter Bomb Wing, Air Installation Sqdn., 
(Winter, 1950, Chosin rvoir, Korea)—Seeking any- 
one who remembers when I was injured by an 
explosion while attempting to rescue a pilot from a 
F51—Dan Sherman, 2314 Gail Ave., Albany GA 
31707. 


GE ARMY 

568th HM Co. (Korea, 1951)—Seeking anyone who 
remembers me to substantiate service related 
injury—James Cornelius, 51 E. Highland Ave., Union- 
town PA 15401, 

513th AAA Gun Bn., Btry. A—Seeking anyone who 
remembers when I had malaria, especially Garrette 
Van Dyke and Upton—Charles Thouvenel, 144 M 
St., Roseburg OR 97470, 

160th Inf., Co. M. (Korea, 1952-53)—Seeking anyone 
in unit remembering the heavy artillery shelling of 
the rear CP the evening the mule was lost—Ben 
Reed, 9136 N. Fontana Way, Citrus Springs FL 
32630. 

4th Inf. Div., 1st Bde., 4th MP Co., 4th Pitn.—si 
anyone who remembers my jee, dent, espt 
Dennis Jones from Ralei; pphen Lefferts, 
411 Adelia Ave., Springfield IL 4. 

119th & 123rd Trans. Bn. (Camn Rahn Bay)—Seeking 
anyone who remembers me falling through an open 
hatch of a cargo ship around Sept. of 1966—Lee 
Toms, C-1 Washington Ct. Townhouses, Smithsburg 
MD 21783, 

1st Gen. Hosp. (Paris, France WWII) seeking any 
who remembers me to verify back condition— 
Howard, Rd. 2 Box 18, New Florence PA 15944 


GE MARINES 


1st Mar. Motor Trans. king anyone who remem. 
bers me to subst e service related injury— 
Herbert Leining, 7 Reservoir Rd., Middletown CT 
06457. 

4th Div., 3rd Bn., Co. K—Seeking anyone who remem 
bers when I entered sick bay—Matt Cunningham, 
3289 Valley Forge Dr., Brunswick OH 44212. 


GS NAVY 

US Naval AF, (Mercer Field, Trenton NJ, WWII)— 
Seeking anyone who remembers when gasoline 
splashed my face while attempting to fill a TBM 
plane—Rose Kowalski, PO Box 204, S. Jamesport 
NY 11970. 

USS Evans (DD-552) (WWII)—Seeking anyone who 
remembers when I was wounded at Okinawa— 
Cepaes Woody, 2049 Deering, Garden City MI 48135. 


PEALE IE ee 
M@mmmREUNION S 


Reunion announcements are published as a cost 
free service to VFW members in good standing. To 
ensure timely inclusion of your announcement, all 
information pertaining to the event must arrive in 
VFW Magazine offices six months prior to the reunion 
Reunion announcement forms must be used and 
canbe obtained by writing VFW Magazine, Reunions, 
34th and Broadway, Kansas City MO 64111. Pub- 
lication is limited to one time per calendar year. 


GE AIR FORCE 

6th Trp. Carrier Sqdn.—Jul., York PA—Richard Dear- 
dorff, 1000 Butter Rd., Dover PA 17315. 

57th Bomb Wing Assn. (WWII)—Jul., Grand Forks 
ND—Robert Evans, 1950 Cunningham Dr., Speed- 
way IN 46224. 

Having a reunion? 

See Marriott's special rate offer on 


pages 6 &7. 
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PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES 
AND IMPORTANT PAPERS! 


A Sentry Safe for your home is Hoard ‘of mind” for you! And 
think of the convenience! It's like having a 24-hour safe- 
deposit box right at home! 

inds of protection 


* 200 

© Burglar-resistant © U.L. Listed 
© Tax deductible * Fire-Resistant 
* Free continental U.S. 


* Low, low 


Doctor Discovers 


LUXURIOUS COMFORT 
WITH 24-HOUR 
PROTECTION 


3-Layer Design Guarantees Protection 


R it 
* FURNITURE CABINETS 
available for ‘‘concealed"” 
protection 


If you suffer 
from the em- 
barrassment of 
incontinence, 
there's finally 
an answer to 
your problems. 3 

A doctor who = : 
sympathized with his patients, because they 
were forced to wear Hare uncomfortable 
disposables, invented 100% reuseable cot- 
ton briefs and ladies panties. These under- 
garments will outwear and outlast regular 
“store bought” underwear by far. Best of all, 
they'll provide you with a whole new world 
of freedom from minor incontinence 
problems. 

A special inner layer absorbs moisture, 
while a middle layer acts as a moisture bar- 
rier that protects the outer layer and your 
clothing from stains and spots. 

Order a pair (or two) of Confidens and try 
them at no risk. (All orders are mailed in a 
plain envelope). If you’re not completely 
delighted, just return them within 30 days 
foraprompt, full, no questions asked 
refund. 

Send Check/Money Order or VISA/ 
MasterCard, send acct. # and exp. date. 
1-pr. mens briefs or ladies panties $12.95 
plus $1.50 P&H, 2-pr. $25.00 P&H FREE. 
Specify size and quantity. To: CONFIDENS, 
Dept. VF 96,2246 D Rome Dr., Box 88319, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208. 


WRITE FOR 
FREE CATALOG! 
#0, Value-tique, Inc. 


SONGN) ars” 
INVISIBLE-EAR 


CANAL AID 


This is all | The Finest 
you wear! Hearing 
neta \ Technology 


ONLY NATURE DOES IT BETTER 
So small within the ear canal, it's never noticed. 
Comfortable, convenient, certified. 250,000 aids 
sold by mail. Lloyd also repairs all makes of aids. 


30 DAY TRIAL IN YOUR HOME 
CALL TOLL FREE 1/800/323-1212 


Also, finest quality Behind-the-Ear and Body 
Aids, starting at $99.50. Terms arranged. 


Dept. BV5, 128 Kishwaukee St. 
LLOYD Rockford, IL 61104 


Dealers’ 
Prices 


AFFORDABLE 


SINGLE WIDE LIFESTYLES FROM 


$16,900 


Marion Communities Presents 


3 New Central Florida Communities 


SHADY ROAD VILLAS PADDOCK PARK SOUTH SUGAR MILL 
OCALA ORLANDO/ST. CLOUD 


e Large landscaped e Concrete side- 
sites. walks & drives. 
e Carport and @ Decorative brick 
utility rooms. landscape area. 
e Front yard e Split brick 
lamp posts. skirting. 


DEVELOPED FOR YOU: Elegant clubhouses, private entrances, swimming 

pools, jacuzzi/whirlpool, lighted shuffleboard and picnic areas. 

THE MARION COMMUNITIES ADVANTAGE: Live year-round or be a 

winter guest. Lease back, rental, finance and insurance programs available. 
MARION COMMUNITIES « P.O. BOX 3278 ¢ OCALA, FL 32678 904/732-5536 


I WOULD LIKE TO \VE 
INFORMATION aa NAME sage 
0 SHADY ROAD 
wrEtas ADDRESS 
O PADDOCK PARK ITY ST. ZIP 
SOUTH 


O SUGAR MILL PHONE 


FLORIDA LIVING! 


Free information — all adult 
manufactured home community. 
EAST SIDE VILLAGE 
P.O. Drawer 2939 
Lake City, Fl. 32055 


40 BRAND NEW 


TOWELS $1.95! 


UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON—Assorted beautiful Paste! Colors BRAND 
NEW — NOT Seconds—40 Towels for $1.95 or 80 for only $3.75. 120 just 
$545 Super Quality Pls include 50¢ extra for psig and nding with EACH 
Set of 40 Towels you buy We know Towels—we've sold 70,000,000 already 
Fund Raisers write for quantity prices. Money Back Guarantee No. CO.0's. 
Pls. allow up to 6 wks. for delivery 


40 TOWEL CO. 1602 Locust St. 


Dept. £-132 St. Louis, MO 63103, 


HEART ATTACK 


FREE REPORT. | survived heart attack. Quit doctors. Used 
90+ day painless technique. Cancelled surgery—Tossed out 
pills—Ended discomfort. Feel & look younger. Regained 
health. Heart attack symptoms—see your doctor first. | ama 
New man. Helping others. Free proof—SEND NO MONEY—only 
fame and address! Survival-28, Box 3256, Austin, TX 78764 


HISTORIC 
NON-FIRING MODEL GUNS... 
pom phy Fae Bacvepeh 
30 parts. Cannot chamber or fire 
FREE US.M1911 
45 AUTO. 
$79 


Troubled With Getting Up Nights 
Pains In Back, Hips, Legs 
Nervousness, Tiredness 


PAST 40 


if you are disturbed by these symptoms, your 
troubles may be caused by glandular inflammation 
of your prostate. Methods that merely give tempor- 
ary relief for this condition cannot be expected to 
remove the cause of your trouble. 

The Excelsior Institute Clinic, devoted to the 
NON-SURGICAL methods of treatment for dis- 
eases peculiar to older men, has a new FREE 
BOOK that tells how these troubles may be cor- 
rected. The NON-SURGICAL treatments de- 
scribed in this book require no surgery, hospitaliza- 
tion or long period of convalescence. Treatments 
take but a short time and the cost is reasonable. 

Write today. This book may prove of utmost im- 
portance to you. No obligation. 

Excelsior Institute Clinic, Dept. 1158 

110 E. Broadway, Excelsior Springs, Mo. 64024 


Obsolete 
Coins $18°° 


Now get a Barber Half, Quarter, Dime, 


Liberty Nickel and Indian Head Penny 
mounted In a plastic holder, Plus 
FREE price list of other U.S. coins. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Add $1.25 
postage. 

Village Coin Shop, inc., Dept. v 


Plaistow, NH 03865 
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60th Trp. Carrier Gp. (WWIl}—Jun., Norfolk VA—John 
Diamantakos, 7216 Pine Tree Ln., Fairfield AL 
35064. 

98th Bomb Gp. (H)—Apr., Dallas TX—Wilbur Dixon, 
7831 Fallmeadow Ln., Dallas TX 75248. 

347th Fighter Sqdn. (WWII)—May, Hot Springs AR— 
Ben Buehler, 126 Grant Isle Dr., Apt. 7, Hot Springs 
AR 71913. 


GME ALL BRANCHES 

2nd Emergency Rescue Sqdn.—Jun., Atlantic City 
NJ—John Crawford, 10 Filbert Ave., Stratford NJ 
08084. 

6th Rangers, 6th Inf. Div., (WWII)—Apr., Australia— 
Lloyd Franz, RR 3, Napoleon OH 43545. 

Armed Guard Army & Navy who were on the Shea, 
Errickson, lo, American Sun & Kelly (WWIl)— 
Jun., Cambridge Springs PA—Ray Didur, PO Box 
282, Cement City MI 49233-0282. 

Charlevoix, Mich., Lifeboat Station (1953-57)—Jul., 
Charlevoix MI—James Alger, 214 Upright St., Charle- 
voix MI 49720. 


Gs ARMY 

2nd Armd. Div.—May, TN—Loren Guge, 8053 High 
Point Blvd,, Brooksville FL 33512. 

Sth Div., 10th Rgt., Co. A—Jun., Columbus OH—Gene 
Highsmith Rt. 1, Box 148A, Pierceton IN 46562. 
7th Armd. Div., Co. D—Jun., Springfield MO—Marion 
Throne, Rt. 1, Box 147A, Hume MO 64752. 

7th Inf. Div. Assn. (WW & Korea) —Jun., Norfolk 
Vi Louis Wise, 3001 Richmond Ave., Mattoon IL 


61938. 
‘9th Div., 3/5 CAV (Vietnam)—Jun., Fredericksburg 
VA—Ron Quezada, PO Box 629, Ponce De Leon FL 
32455. 
13th Armd., 93rd CAV, RCN, Sqdn., Maint. Pitn.—May, 
Princeton IL—Forrest Phillips, 912 E. Broadway, RR 
1, Box 3, Astoria IL 61501 
18th AAA Gp.. (WWII) HQ & HQ Btry.—Jun., Opelika 
AL—Rad Dedmon, PO Box 280, Canutillo TX 79835. 
20th Armd. Div., 20th Tank Bn., Co. A—Jun., Las Vegas 
NV—Arthur Markel, 14504 San Dieguito, La Mirada 
CA 90638. 
26th Div., 101st Inf., Co.1—Apr., Attleboro MA—John 
Perry, 6 Greenhill A 3. 
26th Inf. Div., Co. M- L 
Campbell, 334 Ist Ave., N., Lake Wales FL 338: 
29th Bomb Sqdn., (WWIl)—Jun., New Orlea: 
Bob Houston, 75 Cherry Ln., Dover NH 03820. 
31st Dixie DD Div., 124th/154th Inf. Rgts., Serv. Co., 
(WWil)—May, Omaha NE—Joseph Wall, 3544 6th 
Ave., Council Bluffs IA 51501. 
31st Div., 124th Inf. Assn., Co. C—Apr., Guntersville 
AL—Edgar Beatty, 42 Twin Manor, Northport AL 
35476. 
33rd Div., 136th Inf., Co.A—May, Fort Wayne IN—Lyle 
Power: 7th St., Brighton MI 48116. 

i —Apr., Springfield MO—Billy 
E. Lindon, Bolivar MO 65613. 
‘35th Div., 110th Engrs.—May, Kansas City MO—Paul 
Stewart, 8726 Ford, Kansas City MO 64138. 
44th Div., 71st Inf. Rgt., Co. G—Jun., Tulsa OK—L.M. 
Gasperino, 4616 S. Winston, Tulsa OK 74135. 


GE COAST GUARD 

Ammunition Detail, (Port Edwards, British Colum- 
i—May, Prince Rupert BC—W.L. Kubley, 655 
Main St., 302, Edmonds WA 98020. 

USCGC Alexander Hamilton (WWII)—May, Portsmouth 
VA—Thomas Keefner, 10325 S. Natoma Ave., Chi- 
cago Ridge IL 60415. 

USS Callaway (APA-35)—Aug., Portland ME—Wall- 
ace Shipp, 5319 Manning PL, NW, Washington DC 
20016. 


GE MARINES 

Ist Div., 1st Rgt., 2nd Bn., —Nov.—Robert Hughes, 
ound Ave., Palermo NJ 082: 
1st Div., Sth Marines, Weapons Co.—May, Pigeon 
Forge TN—Lewis Spivey, PO Box 66, Kodak TN 
37764, 

2nd Amphib. Tractor Bn.—Jun., Moline IL—Robert 
Nelson, Box 464, Woodhull IL 61490. 


Having a reunion? 
See Marriott's special rate offer on 
pages 6 & 7. 
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GIANT SCALE 


45" WING | 


SHIPPING’ CLASSIC BALSA MODELS 
EXECUTIVE HOBBIES fic 2OX 38 05 Rr.¥W 


B-176 Fivine 
FORTRESS 


Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Print 


Stunning 16” x 20", color, 
glossy, print. Royalties go 
to Vietnam Veterans Mem- 
orial Fund. Fact sheet and 
autographed poem "Cold, 
Stone Man,” as pub, in 
The Washington Post & 
The Wounded Generation, 
fi incl. $12 ea. or 2 for $20.00 


Memorial Print * Dept. V 
P.O. Box 3412 
Frederick, MD 21701 


Everything You Need To Know About 
RETIREMENT 
FLORIDA “vine 
(And Didn’t Know Who To Ask) 

If you are considering FLORIDA Retire- 
ment, this Book is a MUST! You can pro- 
tect yourself by reading this informative 
80-page book compiled by Art Becker- 
man, Editor of Florida’s Sunshine State 
Senior Citizen magazine. Compiled with 
maps, charts, photos and just plain talk, 
it tells you everything you need to make a 
wise and profitable decision for a happy 
Florida retirement. Learn what to look 
for and what to look out for. 

Send $4.95 Plus $1.00 Postage to: 


FLORIDA RETIREMENT BOOK - Dept. 4 
P.O. Box 850 Lady Lake, Florida 32659 


HO’! BINH 
si MY 


25th Infantry Division POINTMAN No. 251 


U.S. ARMY VIETNAM VETS—Display your colors. 
Identify your comrades. 5" x 9" Self adhesive win- 
dow decals. Full color. 29 different, authentic unit 
designs for those that served. Specify applicable 
Division or Unit. Send name, address and Zip code 
with $3.00 for each decal to: POINTMAN, P.O. BOX 
1588, New Milford, Ct. 06776. Ct. residents must 
add sales tax. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


Why LIFT your WALKER 
with every step? /4 
Enjoy the ease 
ofa 
Walk-A-Cycle.™ 


FREE INFORMATION CONTACT 
AMERICANWALKE? 


608-835-9255 
797 MARKET ST., DEPT. 


1H, OREGON, WI 53575 


H E RN IA APPLIANCES 


FOR COMFORT! 
You can enjoy heavenly 
comfort night and day at 
work or at play! Send for 
FREE illustrated booklet. 
BROOKS APPLIANCE COMPANY 
940 East State St., Marshall, Mich. 49068 


$UPER $AVINGS! Newest. Finest. 
. Buy DIRECT & save up 


| No salesmen. Sold_b; 
)AIR MAIL on HOME TRIAL. FREE 
i Catalog. Write: 
Vda Dept. VF, 9530 Langdon Ave., 


i veda, Cal, 91343 
5 SAVE Ya! Sepulveda, Cal. 9 
Ya wm 


L FREE CATALOG — WRILEL | 


KNOCKOUT 
JUNGLE 


ANEW Antiseptic and Fungicide! Proven in lab tests to be 
several times more effective than aloe vera, Tea Tree Oil fights 
fungus and other skin problems. Effective against athlete's foot 
and Jungle Rot, Tea Tree Oil also prevents infection in cuts, 
wounds, insect bites, and helps with minor burns and scalds. 

AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL is naturally grown and distilled 
from the leaves of a Melaleuca tree. Used by Australians for 
years, this 100% pure natural “Tea Tree Oil” now comes in 
a 2-ounce bottle of skin cream for $7.95 (Washington State 
residents add 7.8% sales tax). ORDER NOW and also receive 
FREE a $1.00 sample of pure “Tea Tree Oil.” Full money back 
guarantee. Send check or money order for $7.95 to: 

TEA TREE OIL, INC. 
P.0. Box 18508, Dept. VF-D 
Spokane, Washington 99208 


Explodes fourteen 
major myths about 
Panzers, Russian 
arms, Patton, El 
Alamein, the 
submarine war, 
bombing, secret 
codes, other. 
Enlightening 
Indianapolis News 
Valuable contribution 
San Antonio Express 
Perceptive points 
Duluth News-Trib. 


. 14° $1.00 P&H 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE ISBN 0:942910-11-7 
OR DIRECT — CHECK. VISA. M/C FROM: 
PARAGON PRESS/ DYNAPRESS 
DEPT VF FERN PARK, FL 32730-0866 


Research 
saves lives. 


American Heart 
Association 


WERE FIGHTING FOR 
YOUR LIFE 


Gas NAVY 


1st Beach Bn. (WWIl)— May, Norfolk VA—John Payne, 
7231 First View St., Norfolk VA 23503. 

G3 (WWII)—Jul., Atlantic City NJ—Hal 
Olsen, 991 Roadrunner Circle, Las Cruces NM 88001. 
27th NCB—Jul., New York City NY—Robert King, 10 
Eisenhower Dr., Budd Lake NJ 07828. 

NTC Bainbridge (1950-52) C & SS, Security Div.—May, 
Allentown PA—Lou Shirey, RD 1, Box 397, Birdsboro 
PA 19508. 

USS Amsterdam (CL-101)—Jun., Ann Arbor MI— 
Harry Mulli 29 Le Grande, Pontiac MI 48058. 
US Asiatic Stacker Destroyers)—Jul., PA 
Lyle Shoemaker, Holiday Farm Box 40, Uwchland 
PA 19480. 

USS Belleau Wood (CVL-24) & Attached Air Gps.—May, 
Frankenmuth MI—Robert Ross, 2732 S. US 23, 
Oscoda MI 48750. 

USS Biscayne (AGC-18)—Jun., Norfolk VA—Stanley 
Morrison, 1 Woodhaven Mall Ste. 104, Cornwells 
Heights PA 19020. 

USS California (BB-44)—Jun., Sparks NV—Gordon Wil- 
son, 2821 44th St., Moline IL 61265, 


Having a reunion? 
See Marriott's special rate offer on 
pages 6 & 7. 
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continued from page 31 


organization to achieving the VFW’s 
goals and to an expanded year for 
the Cooties’ hospital work. 

Quartermaster Gen. Herbert Irwin 
reviewed the VFW’s strong financial 
position. 

The council approved a new Life 
Membership application reflecting 
a By-Law change permitting direct 
recruitment of Life Members rather 
than requiring a person to be a 
member in good standing before 
becoming a Life Member. 

The council also authorized pay- 
ment of Life Membership fees by 
Visa or Master Charge and approved 
renaming the Department of Ger- 
many the Department of Europe to 
reflect its wider jurisdiction. 

Appointment of Past Commander- 
in-Chief John Stang to the VFW- 
Political Action Committee board of 
directors was approved. 

VFW-PAC Director Charles Ball 
announced that it has a balance of 
$613,637 and is fully self-supporting. 

At the conclusion of the council 
meeting, Stock said that “we are ral- 
lying behind our Chief, not him per- 
sonally, but for our veterans and for 
the future generations of our coun- 
try.” 

Rivers added: “It is good to be 
among good men and good VFW 
members.” a 
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GENUINE HANDMADE BOOTS H 
Bootmakers for over 20 years. Top 
quality leather-many styles-easonable | 
prices. Write For 30-Pg. Catalog, $1. H 
Austin-Hall Boot Co., 


BOX 12368-X Paso, Tx., 79912 | 


LE CATALOG 


Largest Selection Available; 

Solid Brass, Pewter; 24K Gold/ 
Silver Plated; Occupations; Hobbies; 
States; Limited Editions and Custom 
Design Service. Western Tooled Belts 
‘Send to: BUCKLE CONCEPTS 

1669 So. Voss, Suite 608V 

Houston, TX 77057 or call: 
(713)-780-4431 


These little farmers _are warming hearts in rural homes 
across the country! Thousands of large (14" x 18"), full- 
color posters of this picture have been ordered across the 
U.S. Now you, too, can order one of the posters for just 
$3.00 plus $1.25 shpg. WALL PLAQUE gives our full- 
color poster picture a gleaming, quality finish that'll last a 
lifetime. Full-color picture of our "Two Famous Farmers” 
is mounted on 14” x 18" wood base, then sealed with 
acrylic for lacquered effect. Only $12.95 plus $2.85 shpg. 
Send Check or M.O. 20 day money back guarantee. 


HOLST, INC. Dept. VP-1186, 1118 W. Lake 


Box 370, Tawas City, Mi 48764 


SAVE YOUR 
HEART WITH A 
STAIR-GLIDE’ 
STAIRWAY 


Stairs need not be a prob- 
lem any longer. With a STAIR- 
GLIDE stairway lift just press a 
switch and glide up and down 
the stairs in complete comfort. 
Saves changing your house 
around or moving. Custom made 
to fit curved or straight stairs. No 
special wiring required. . .easily 
installed. For free details fill in the 
coupon below and mail to u: 


Zip 


tl 
AMERICAN STAIR-GLIDE | 
CORPORATION 


4001 €, 198TH ST, GRANDVIEW, MO, 64030 | 
Dept. VF-1286 (816) 763-3100 


JEST A M iI 


NUTE 


“Yeah, little Muffin has sure grown up.” 


Litigation 

A court case involved a truck driver 
who was being sued for “assault and 
battery.” 

The truck driver explained that 
his van had stalled on a busy thor- 
oughfare during a heavy rainstorm 
and was blocking traffic. He headed 
for the nearest phone booth to put 
in a call for help. 

A fellow inside the booth kept him 
waiting for 15 minutes. Finally pa- 
tience wore out. He pushed in the 
door of the booth, picked up the fel- 
low and threw him out bodily onto 
the sidewalk. 

The judge asked the plaintiff, 
“What were you doing in the booth?” 

The fellow replied, “I was talking 
to my girl.” 

Judge: “Couldn't you have called 
her back later?” 

Plaintiff: “I wasn’t on the phone.” 

Judge: “I thought you said you 
were talking to your girl?” 

Plaintiff: “I was. He threw her out 
too.” 

Case dismissed. 


Advice 

Readers can get all kinds of advice 
these days. Any day now someone 
will write about how to enjoy going 
through a divorce during bank- 
ruptcy while recovering from a heart 
attack after losing your job. 


Whose 

The foreman ofa construction crew 
was writing up the report of an 
accident one of his men had suffer- 
ed. 

“Here’s the report on Angelo’s 
hand, when he hit it with the sledge- 
hammer,” he wrote. “Under remarks, 
though, do you want mine or 
Angelo’s?” 


Briar Patch 

A Soviet citizen was about to be 
exiled to Siberia. As he was being led 
away from the courtroom, he turned 
and yelled at the presiding judge: “If 
the United States is such a terrible 
place, why not send me there 
instead?” 


Creativity 

A prison warden called to his office 
a man who was serving time for 
fraud. 

“I understand,” the warden said, 
“you're here because of a stock deal 
in which you wrote a glowing pros- 
pectus that brought thousands of 
suckers.” 

“Yeah,” said the prisoner, “I guess 
I was a bit enthusiastic in what I 
said about the stock.” 

“Well,” the warden continued, “the 
governor wants me to report on 
conditions at this prison — and I'd 
like you to write it for me.” 


“Ready for your CAT Scan, Mr. Wick?” 
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IMPORTED, 


A 


See it AT HOME, NO RISK! 


Yes! We are ready right now with a huge 
supply to Stop Winter Cold. Order yours 
today to see & try on. Then if for any reason 
you do not want to keep & wear the coat, return 
it to us within 30 days for full refund of every 
penny you paid us. 

But don’t spend $90 or $100 for a coat when 
$29.95 will do the trick. $29.95 for true state- 
of-the-art Winter Protection. 

HURRY! Mail today! 


265 N. 9th St., 
Paterson N.J. 


THREE LAYERS WARM! 


r MV OW END MU NERIT PONT ENN 
@) Storm-Stop Nylon QUILTE 
@) “HiLoft’’ polyester fiberfill 
INSULATED 
GB) Broadplush Acrylic 
FLEECE LINED 


You are looking at one handsome and 
powerful Winter Coat! Big warm no- 
nonsense Winter Collar you can dre 
around your neck. Full, Roomy F' 

Useful Handwarmer Side Poc 

Inside Cargo Pocket 

Length. “Magic-Cling’ 

Tough E-Z Glide Zipper. No-Dr: 

Cuffs. And 100% machine Wash & Wear! 
Why suffer through the long cold wi 
with anything less than “ 

TAKE GOOD CARE of 

with Haband’s fully insulated 3-Layer 
Coat. Only 29.95 and WARM! Order 
yours today. 


SAVE EVEN MORE: 
Two for 59.00 


‘A HABAND COMPANY 
. 265 N. Sth Street 
® Paterson, N.J. 07530 
. 
Ma Yes! Send me the fall. 
3XL 
(54-56) 


Please add $4 
2XL 
(50-52) 


© Payment enclosed 
or CHARGE: 1) Visa 0 MC 


95 
Acct. # ich 


OHAT (833) — Add Dea 
Circle Size: S M L XL 
Color: 


i 


7K6-33N 


